Clare Champion 23rd September 1922

“Terror in the West”
ANNIVERSARY OF TERRIBLE REPRISALS
Lahinch, Ennistymon and Miltown Malbay.
 September 22nd, the second anniv​ersary of the “Terror in the West,''  recalls the drastic and terrible reprisals carried out by forces of the British  Government in Lahinch, Ennistymon,  and Miltown Malbay, after the Rineen  ambush.    '                                            •
 On the night of Sept. 22nd, 1920, the town of Lahinch was attacked by a large body of armed forces of the British Government. Rifle shots were fired, apparently, at random in the street, and a very large number of houses and shops were broken into, set on fire, and their contents looted or destroyed. The  inhabitants, most of them in their night clothes, men, women and children, invalids, old people, over eighty, and children in arms were compelled at a moment's notice, and
at the peril of their lives, to fly through back doors and windows to the sand hills, in the neighbourhood of the town, where they remained during the night,  returning in the morning to find their homes completely destroyed. In the course of this attack a man named Jos. Sammon, of Feakle, was shot dead, and Mr. P. Lehane, of Moy, Lahinch, lost his life. The latter's house was visited, and his father, an aged man, was taken out and shot.  He was fatally wounded in the neck, after which his   home was burned to the ground.
On the same night the town of Ennistymon   was   similarly   invaded   by armed  forces  of the  British  Government.    Shots were fired in the streets,   the Town Hall and a large number of houses were broken into, set on fire,  and,  with   their contents,    destroyed.   As in Lahinch the inhabitants    were   compelled  to  fly  for  their lives.    A young married man   named   Thomas   Conole was seized in his own home by   a party of men, under the command of  an officer.    His wife, who was in the   house at the  time,  pleaded   on her  knees with the officer, for the life of  her husband, but he was taken away a   short  distance  and  shot  dead.       His   charred remains were found next morning  in his own house, which had been turned.    Another young man, named  Patrick Linnane, son of Mr. Ml. Linnane,    building   contractor,    Ennistymon,   was  seized  in the street while  attempting to extinguish   the   flames.  He was also shot dead by the Government forces.                                                       
Miltown.  Malbay  and  district    also , suffered at the hands of the destroyers.  Houses  and  shops  were broken into, set on fire, and destroyed, the inhabitants escaping with difficulty and dan​ger.     An old man named Lynch,  75 years of age, was shot dead by a soldier at about 10 yards range, just before the burning of his home and property.
At the  1921   January  Quarter  Sessions,   Judge  Bodkin,   K.C ,   awarded decrees for compensation amounting to over £150,000 for the loss of life and destruction, the imprint of which can
be seen in any of the three towns
