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KILMIHIL. PARISH

ITS ORIGIN

AND

SCRAPS OF ITS HISTORY.

PATRICK GAYNOR P.P.

PART 2 CHAPTER IV

Priests and Parsons in Kilmihil A.D. 1600 - 1750

(a) Priests.
For lack of information, this will be a short chapter. I failed to find any reference to Kilmihil or to it’s rectors – apparently there were no rectors, unless the secular canons of Iniscathy held that office – in the Calendar of Papal Registers or in the Killaloe Annats: but Maurice O’ GillaSheanain may have been vicar of Kilti??? (Annat A.D.1460).

In an official report, A.D 1622 Bishop John Rider gives a list of the ‘Popish priests’ whose names were known to him, and their places of residence and their ‘interteiners’ (Dwyer, Dioc. Killaloe, pp 143-4). We learn from Rider’s visit that ‘Donnoh O Malone’ was pastor of Kilmihil in 1622: he is the first priest of the parish of whom I have found record. The name of his ‘interteiner’ is not supplied. In Kilmacduane at the same date the Catholic pastor was ‘Kennedy C Teige’ and his ‘interteiner’ was ‘Teige mc Kennedy his father’.
At first glance these seem unusual names in Corcabaiscinn: they do not appear in any of Frost’s lists, except ‘E Kennedy Lisdeen’ (p505), who may have been a ‘transplanted papist’. But a Papal mandate of A.D. 1418 (Cal. P.R. Vol VII, p 100) refers to the death of Dermot O Mallune who had held the office of warden in Iniscathy; and (loc cit p 110). Donal O Kennedy is described as ‘Clerk of Ardfert and holder of a wardenship of the church of St. Senan Iniskathayg’. An unexpected name might be found anywhere at the period: e.g. there was a ‘Dermot Gleeson’ in W. Clare in 1671 (Frost P576). We may take for granted that ‘Donnoh O Malune’ and ‘Kennedy C Teige’ were genuine names which had been supplied to Bishop Rider by the local parson, Murtagh MacConsidine.
Evidently Fr. Donnogh O Malone passed to his reward about A.D. 1625, and had for successor Fr. Dermot O’Quealy, kinsman of the O’Kaellaghy priests whose names are mentioned in the Papal mandates and annats (supra), and nephew (with his near neighbour Donogh Mac Murroough Mac Mahon) of the great Malachy O’Queally, and son, perhaps, of  that Mathew O’Quealy who ‘went into Italy’ bearing letters commendatory from the Papal Nuncio in Paris (or else son of that Donal O’Quealy, or perhaps of Thadeus O’Quealy who held mortgages on Carrowbane, near Tullycrine, in Kilmurry MacMahon parish (Supra).

In the contest between the new theory of Christianity and the ancient Faith, the parson McConsidine had for opponent Fr. Dermot O’Queally. Fr Dermot must have been able to hold his own if he possessed any of his uncle Malachy’s amazing talents and energy: and as well, he had the visible aid of Blessed Michael the Archangel, who abandoned the desecrated church and erected a shrine nearby, as  a centre of Catholic piety at the Holy Well, in preparation for the dark centuries of the penal code, with the result that only Thady Gorman of Shyan and Patrick O’Connor, peruke-maker in Knockmore, were claimed as “converts from popery” during the 18th century in Kilmihil parish

(See impt. article by Dr. Myles Ronan on the “Mac Gormans in Ibricane” in Molua 1938)

Some of the tenants in Kilmihil (Frost H. Cl. P. 456, footnote 1) were aliens and very likely were protestants, e.g. Miller, Fitzharris, Herley and Lee; others seem to have been “transplanted” papists, e.g. Colonel Donogh McCarthy and Dermot McCarthy, James Fitzgerald, etc.; but names are not a safe guide in drawing inferences of that type at the period.

We may suppose that Fr. Dermot O’Quealy, a young priest (since he was Malachy’s nephew) in 1630 filled the office of pastor until about A.D. 1660. After that date there is a blank for about 20 years when Fr. Gilbert Brody (ordained in 1676) became parish priest of Kilmihil and Kilmacduane. The two parishes had been united at that stage owing to the seizure of Catholic church revenues by the Protestant bishops and Clergy, and owing to the scarcity of priests. Other parishes, which anciently had been distinct were united, presumably by Dr. John O’Moloney II at the period, and remained united down to the first half of the 19th century. It is to be assumed that a secular priest had care of Kilmihil and Kilmacduane in the interval between Dr Dermot O’Quealy’s death (say in 1660) and the appointment of Fr. Gilbert Brody, say in 1680. Dr. John O’Moloney II, reckoned by the British “the most dangerous, because the wisest man of all the clergy” surely took care, so far as possible, to maintain a diocesan priesthood during his reign. As well, according to reliable tradition the Franciscans had one of their little “houses of refuge” at Kylebeg in Kilmihil parish and ministered to the people during the entire penal era. Friar Hickey, said to have been superior of the little community, was active in the district about the year 1800 A.D. or later: his remains rest in one of the Hickey graves – between the grave of Surgeon Hickey (who died in 1824 aged 84) and the south wall of the ruined church in Kilmihil cemetery.

Fr. Gilbert Brody, born in 1651, was ordained at Bassas (in Spain ?) in 1676, by William, Bishop of Bassanada. He was parish priest of Kilmihil and of Kilmacduane (where he resided), age 53 (1704), his sureties being “Murtagh MacMahon of Ballynagone, gent. and Ignatius Casey of Ennis, Mercht” (See Frost H. Cl. P 337 Par. 4 for ref to Ignatius Casey.) (I owe this information, given without fee, to Mr. Newport B. White, librarian, Marsh’s Library, St. Patricks Close, Dublin: it is culled from the “Lists of Popish Priests” printed in 1705, at Dublin). According to the inscription on his tomb he died “prima” (or perhaps “septima”) die Maii 1728. He was then 77 years of age.

Fr. Gilbert Brody was certainly pastor of Kilmihil-Kilmacduane in 1692, since he was nominated as one of the executors by Lord Clare in his will of that date: ----“ I appoint Fr. Gilbert Brody, Edward Moroney Esq. (Kilmacduane) and Dermot Considine of Leitrim, to see this my last will and testament executed immediately according to my intent and meaning-------“ (Frost H. Cl PP 608 – 11 where the entire will is cited).

Lord Clare’s attainder (in 1692 ?) invalidated the bequests, but the will shows at least, his good intentions, and his concern for his horses as well as his friends and dependants. He had left bequests to the Friars of Ennis, Limerick, Askeaton and Adare.

Possibly, if Fr. Brody were sent to Kilmihil- Kilmacduane soon after ordination in 1676, he may have been Fr. Dermot O’Quealy’s immediate successor (Fr. Quealy might easily have survived until that date). It is likely that the formal union of Kilmihil with Kilmacduane came to pass at the time of Fr. Brody’s appointment. (The union of these two parishes in the protestant church was effected in 1617 by Bishop John Rider).

Fr. Gilbert Brody must have been a priest of high character and a notable personage in Corcabaiscinn since he was chosen as executor by Lord Clare in 1692: he was three times in jail (having had an advantage, in that respect among others over his latest successor, in Kilmihil, who was in jail only once)

Fr. Brody and the Moroney family were close friends. The  inscribed stone over Fr. Brody’s grave in the forlorn sanctuary of Kilmihil medieval church, was placed there by Thomas Moroney, son, presumably, of Edward Moroney of Kilmacduane, who is mentioned as one of the executors in Lord Clare’s will. The left side of the stone was broken off at some stage: the inscription reads as follows :-

“IN MEMORIUM DNI GILBERTI BRODY

SACERDOTIS DIGNISSIMI QUI OBIT 

SEPTIMA (?) DIE MAII ANNO DNI 1728

ME FIERI FECIT THOMAS MORONY

ARMIGER”

It is sad to find on record that a younger Edward Morony of Kilmacduane – whether for pique or for temporal advantage – renounced the faith of his fathers in A.D 1747 when the worst fury of persecution was near its end. 
The protestant “Report on the State of Popery” in 1730 mentioned the presence of a priest in Kilmihil but did not record his name so far as I could discover but the identity of Fr. Gillbert’s successor may be inferred from the 1744 list of “popish Priests in Clare”

Five pages of mss (pp77-81) concerning subsequent clergy – omitted here.
ADDENDA

Brief notes on other parishes in Corcabaiscinn

I cull some references to parishes in Corcabaiscinn from O'Donovans and O'Currys, Ordinance Survey letters (Typed edition, produced under the direction of Fr. Ml. O'Flanagan), to which other priests in the deanery may not have easy access.
1. KILFARBOY  (P119ff)

“Archdall seems to think this is the Cill-Foibric mentioned by Colgan (A.A SS. P 360), of which Cormac was Bishop, whose death is placed by the same authority in the year 837”

O’Curry rather discounts that idea but cannot explain the name. Frost (H. CL. P.147) says that the church was called Kilfeabraith or Kilfobric centuries prior to the arrival of the Spaniards (“Yellow Men”) on the scene.

I think that a section of the tribe Cinel Baoith (?) from Bealach Feabraith, who revered St. Lactayn as patron settled in the district and gave their church the name Cill Feabraith in memory of their former abode. They dedicated a holy well to St. Lactayn beside the church and their nuns the Ingena Baoith-----also had a well blessed for their use, in Moymore, which is still called Tuberinnaboy. The terminal “Boy”, which was added to Cill Feabraith later, is simply the tribal name “Baoith”.

Near the nuns well there was a church called “Teampall   Inis –Dia” (which is ungrammatical and may be a misreading of “Innaboy”, in script at some stage , since it was the nuns chapel, but the nuns might have called the point of land  made by two small streams, Inis-Dia). O’Curry could not account for the name.

Cill Feabraith, if a parish in the 13th century, did not receive mention by Sweetman, in his edition of the “Tax List”. In my opinion, a section of the tribe Cinel Baoith, migrated from Bealach Feabraith, near Charleville, --with Cinel Cormaic, Cinel Fearmaic, Clan Neachtain (afterwards Clan Ifernain agus Neachtain), and Clan Cathail of Rath, during the reign of Feidhlimidh  Mac Crimhthainn, King of Cashel, who died in A.D. 845, -- and brought the cult of St. Lactain and their order of nuns, the Ingena Baoith to Kilnamona and thence to Kilfarboy.

“Miltown” is a modern prefix to “Malbay”, which I think is Mal-Baoith. Note the form “Knockmalboy” (where Teige macBrody dwelt) in the inquisition of 1637 (Frost H Cl. P 325 para II). Mal, may represent “Mall”, a cliff, or may have originated in the legend of “Tonn Mal” (see ord. Survey letters Vol II p. 31)

“Cnoc-a Chip”or “Cnoc Bheoil-a-Chip may be in Kilfarboy. (p. 121)

2. KILARD.P. 121.

(In Ibricane Barony – mentioned on the Tax List (P. 121)

Patron : Flann Cille Aird ? Feast 14th March. in Calendar, but not kept in Kilard.

“Tobar – Breanaill” a corrupt form of “Tobar Breanain”

“Tobar-Cruthnóir-an-Domhain”

Cill – na – gClochan, a “small burial ground”.

3. KILMURRY IBRICANE. P 123.

“The church is modern, like all churches dedicated to Our Lady” (i.e 15th century).

Holy well dedicated also to Our Lady. (Tobar Lachtain, now called St. Joseph’s well is also mentioned as being in the parish.

“St. Senan ------ set off to another island called Inis-Caorach, where he left an oratory built by himself” (Acta SS P 534, C 27)

Reference (p. 216) to a storm which rent “Inis Fithae” into 3 parts, and to the holy wells dedicated to Ernan, Brigid, Innyboy and Cleithean; see Field Name-books.

“oileán-a-mhatail” figures in Ml. Comyns’ Romance,” Matal” being the name of a wild boar which was killed by the sons of Turill on the island.

Kilmurry Ibricane, being a “modern” name is not found in Sweetmans edition of the Tax List, but there may have been a parish in the district in A.D. 1300.

4. KILREARAGH : P127 (In Moyarta Barony)

Saints of the name Fiachra, in the Irish Calendar are not associated with this district.

No trace of the old church remains but there is a large burial ground.

Kilimo (sic) – Ch. of Dioma?

Cill na-mBan-Ortha --- of the praying women ? or perhaps of the golden haired women.

Cill – tSenain (3 miles N.E. of Kilkee)

Cill Caoidhe: Tobar – Caoidhe: Tobar – Seanain.

Cill – na – gCailleach (a nun’s chapel) : Legend of St Senans apparition to Senaninus O’Hettromain (Hedderman) (directing him where to find lime for rebuilding the church)

“Oilean – an – Easbaig – Ghortaigh”  (of the stingy bishop).

Kilfearagh appears as “Cill- Fiabra” in Hardimans “Irish Deeds” no. 14.

A burial ground for infants at “Kill” Farrahy, and another, deserted, in Emmala townland.

Kilfearagh is not mentioned as a parish in Sweetman’s Tax List.

5. MOYARTA (P. 130)

Magh- Fearrta : Place of the graves. The place S. of then graveyard, which is said to have been a church, was a cow-shed owned by the Mc Donnells.

Kilcradaun and the holy well of St. Cradaun  (which is overflown by the sea at high tide but becomes pure when the tide recedes), and also a cave nearby where the people used to spend the whole night in prayer. St. Cradaun may be St. Caritan who is mentioned in the life of St. Senan.

“Kill-Croine” and “tobar Croine” (2 miles east of Carraigaholt).

“Teample Shearlus (i.e of Charles Mc Donnell)

“Teampul an Aird” modern and having no burial ground.

“Teampall Meadhach” (Meade’s Church) near Querrin; not a church but at first a burial place for John Meade and his followers (a Williamite soldier who was slain after the battle of the Boyne by an Irish kearne.

“Kilcashin” (a burial ground which was deserted until 1739, when O’Curry’s grandfather, Melachlin garbhb O’Comhraidhe buried famine victims there.

“Killiney” and St. Martins well; Furoor (burial ground for infants)

This continues (Page 84 etc) with extracts from the Ord. Survey Letters, which are now published in full.. and then 
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