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KILMIHIL. PARISH

ITS ORIGIN

AND

SCRAPS OF ITS HISTORY.

PATRICK GAYNOR P.P.

PART 2  CHAPTER 3

KILMIHIL PARISH IN THE PENAL DAYS (A.D. 1600 -1750) 
For lack of direct evidence it is necessary it is necessary to sketch in the general background in order to get some light on Kilmihil. First of all we have to keep in mind the distinction between ---

a) The rectory and its lands;

b) The vicarage (curacy) and its lands;

c) The prebend, i.e. right to a prebendal stall in a church and to a share of the revenues for attending special functions;

d) The tithes as a source of revenue, divisible between the Rector, the vicar and the prebendary.

Thus in Clondegad, A.D. 1622 (O’Dwyers Dioc. of K. P 113) the rectory was valued at £10 – 0 – 0; the vicarage at £5 -0 -0; the prebend at 4 nobles (each = 6s/8d).

I do not know whether these estimates included revenues from tithes as well as revenues from endowments, probably they did not, since the Earl of Thomond , who had secured Killone Abbey, and its impropriate rectories from Henry VIII, in 1545 was given the tithes. (Later the Baron of Inchiquin acquired Killone and its revenues.) See infra p. 96.

Bishop Rider’s report gives only 2 prebends in the deanery of Corcabaiscinn; Iniscathy and Clondegad: but Eugene O’Quealy, Canon of Killaloe in A.D. 1424, is listed in the anats as holding a prebend in “Disserth-mallathala” (D. Murthuile; Kiladysert) (Archiv. Hib Vol 8. Annats of Killaloe. ed D F G , P 10 no 24) Seemingly this later prebend had been disendowed. The ”Prebend of Inis Cathaigh” was worth £40. To it belonged the “Rectory of ye Iland of EnnisKathy (sic), Rectory entire of Kilrush and part of ye Rectories Killofin, Killoemuir, Kilfiera, Kilardah, Moeffarta, Kilballihon” (Rider’s report O’Dwyer, Dioc. of Killaloe, P 103 (according to 1633 report, the Earl of Thomond held Kilrush rectory.) The greater parts “of these latter rectories were impropriat” to the Earl of Thomond, except Killofin, which was improptiat to the baron of Inchiquin (Dwyer P 114) But see Reports of 1615 and 1632 (Dwyer P 92 &P164) when Killofin is said to be impropriate to the Earl of Thomond. I think the 1622 report is the most accurate of the three.

The “prebend of Clondegad” was worth only £1; “ To it belongeth some small portion of tith (sic) in ye parish of Clondegad” (loc.cit, P 104) (The other diocesan “prebend” listed in the Report were “Tomgreeny, to which belongs ye rectory entire of Tomgreeny, Rectory entire of Killoolah and part of ye rectory of Killballihon”(Prot. Bishop of Limerick “installed in anno 1610”) and also the prebend of Lockin, of Tulloh, of Disert and Rath: Dwyer PP 103-4)

Note in Rider’s “Report” (Dwyer P.112ff) that the Protestant bishop of Killaloe was able to seize all the rectories, as well as the vicarages (curacies) in the Deanery of Drumcliffe but was unable to acquire any of the rectories in the Deanery of Corcabaiscinn except Kilrush, and a tiny portion of each of the six rectories (mentioned above on this page) which small portions were “appropriate to ye prebend of InisKathy” (sic), their total value being only £0 – 14 – 4, plus 8 pence due from the tithes of Kilballyowen to the prebend of Tomgraney (which Rider acquired, making 15/- in all) from the six rectories; and Kilrush (on p 103) is valued only at 5/-.

In comparison with Bishop Rider’s meager 15/- , the Earl of Thomond drew £35, and the Baron of Inchiquin drew £6 (for Kilofin) from these six rectories; but Rider and his parsons drew £34 from the six vicarages.

Presumably the Earl of Thomond had failed to acquire the Rectory of Kilrush (N.B. according to the report of 1633 (Dwyer P. 165) the Earl held Kilrush Rectory) because the rector, Daniel Neylon, had become a Protestant in 1583, and in reward for his apostacy, had been made Bishop of Kildare by Queen Elizabeth and had acquired vast estates in mid and north Clare, which his son William and his nephew Flann Neylon inherited on his death in 1603 (see Frost H.Cl., 1641 List of Landowners) But the bishop’s grandsons seem to have reverted to the ancient faith. Captain William Neylon was prominent on the Catholic side in 1690.

The Earl of Thomond acquired six of the remaining nine rectories in Corcabaiscinn, namely, Kilchreest, Killadysert, Kilmurry MacMahon, Kilmurry Ibricane, Kilmacduane and Kilfarboy.

The Baron of Inchiquin acquired Clondegad and Kilfiddane (and Killone, if it be reckoned in Corcabaiscinn deanery: It is not in Rider’s list for 1622, PP 113-117, but is included in his 1633 list on P 164 as given by Dwyer. N.B. Rider in report of 1622 says that Kilfiddane and Killofin were impropriate to Inchiquin, but in the 1615 Report (Dwyer P92) he says that those rectories were impropriate to the Earl of Thomond. The Rectory of Kilmihil, strange to say, was divided between the Earl of Thomond (whose share was £5. )and the Baron of Inchiquin (whose share was £3.). The rectory had been thus shared between Inis Cathaigh and Killone. Neither the Earl nor the Baron got a scrap of land in Kilmihil parish in the Cromwellian confiscations, nor did either figure on the 1641 list of owners of lands in Kilmihil. Inchiquin held no lands anywhere in Corcabaiscinn, but the Earl of Thomond owned townlands in every parish of the Deanery except Kilmihil and Killofin.

In an inquisition taken at Clare on Oct. 27th 1604 (cited by Frost H. Cl. P. 279)it was found that “Sinon M’Girrigine (i.e St Senan Mac Erginde) formerly Bishop of Iniscathy was owner of sixteen quarters of lands, three of which are situate in Kiltylline in the Barony of Clonderlaw; four  called Kilrushene and four named Kilnagalliagh and Moyasta in the Barony of Moyarta; two called Kilcredaun in the same barony; which sixteen quarters of land are commonly called Tarmon Senan, that is land given originally in free gift to St. Senan for pious uses, or for spiritual intentions; finds that the said M’Girrigine bequeathed these lands to the brotherhood of the Canons of Iniscathy, consisting of 303 (33?) persons, and their successors, on the condition that the said order of canons should, forever devote themselves to the service of God and to the performance of their sacred duties; finds that Maurice, now Bishop of Killaloe (i.e Moriartagh O’Brien Ara, Protestant Bishop), with the assent of his dean and Chapter, conveyed by deed of 10th July 1595, three quarters of the above sixteen to John Gegynn of Bealatallinge, for a term of 60 years; finds that the same Bishop, with the assent of the Dean and Chapter, by deed of the 31st March 1595 leased three other quarters called Kiltelane to one Teige M’Gillehanna of Kiltelane, prior of Iniscahy, for 101 years; finds that the same bishop made a lease of the four quarters of Kilrushe to Nicholas Cahan who as well as his ancestors was called coharb of Tarmon Senan, which word signifies overseer or keeper, of these four quarters of Kilrush; finds that these lands of termon senan were forfeited to the crown because they came under the statute of Mortmain.”
I have cited the findings of the inquisition in full (though they may be read in Frosts History) because they provide a problem.

Mr. D. F. Gleeson (in N.M.A. Journal 1940, P25) gives Dr Begley’s version of the inquisition (no 9 P.397ff)in reference to “Sinan McGirrigine’s” having bequeathed his heritage to “the brotherhood of canons of Iniscathy, consisting of 303 persons” (as Frost says. But Dr. Begley took the clause to mean that St. Senan gave the lands “to the fraternity and society of thirty-three canons”. Mr D F Gleeson, following Dr. Begley’s interpretation, found mention of “thirty-three canons” “peculiar” and seemingly “inexplicable”, for there were only 24 secular canons – 12 from Killaloe and 12 from Limerick – in the Collegiate Church of Iniscathaigh. But the inquisitors who took evidence from learned Irishmen, did not mean to imply that St. Senan had bequeathed the lands to a fraternity of canons (either 303 or 33 in number) back in the sixth century: they meant, rather, that the community, in A.D. 1604 consisted of “33 persons”  between the Prior, the 24 secular canons, and other officials such as the sacrist and wardens: but if the clause should read “303 persons”, then the inquisitors meant  to include all beneficiaries of the grant and the dependants on the collegiate church of Iniscathy. (I have no access to the original document at present, to clear up the point in doubt.) The Irish witnesses, who knew that St Senan was “Mac Girginde” were well aware of the historical developments, and of the actual position in A.D. 1604, with which the inquisitors were chiefly concerned: their purpose was to find excuse for confiscation.

In the subsequent contest for the spoils the Earl of Thomond, by  favour of Elizabeth, secured half the townlands in Kilrush, in Kiladysert, in Kilfiddane, in Moyarta, in Kilballyowen, in Killimer, in Kilmacduane, and some townlands in Kilchreest and Clondegad, and nearly all the Barony of Ibricane. Kilmihil and Killofin were the only parishes of the Deanery in which he failed to acquire estates, but in Kilmihil, as I have said, he shared the endowments of the rectory (probably Tarmonroe) with the Baron of Inchiquin. It will be seen, by a glance at the 1641 list of owners (Frost H. Cl. PP 447-457, and PP 503 – 507,) that several of the earls townlands bore names which identify them as church property, e.g. Dysert and Tarmon in Killimer parish.

The townlands of Tarmon Senan (mentioned above on PP 56-57) in A.D. 1604 were:- (1) Killtyline; (2) Kilrushene; (3) Moyasta; (4)Killnagalliagh; (5)Kilcredaun; (6) Bealatallinge.

(1) “Kiltyline” (which O’Donovan and O’Curry failed to identify in 1839) receives mention as “Cill Tilang” in a deed of Mortgage between Turlough Roe MacMahon and Shaan Mac Taidhg Hi Ghillasheanan, in A.D. 1611 by which Shaan received the western half of Moylough (St. Senan’s birthplace) for 21 years (Ord Survey Letter typed edit. Vol 2 pp 4 – 6). Probably then “Cill Tilang” where Shaan dwelt (and which, bear in mind, had been alienated to Teige M’Gillahanna, i.e. Hi Ghillasheanain, by M. O’Brien Ara in 1595 as stated in the inquisition of 1604) was located in the vicinity of Moyloch – but in Killimer parish. “Cill Tilang” (the Gaelic form) appears as “Killyclyn” in an annat in 1507 (cited by D F Gleeson in N M A J, 1940, P23, L2). It is said in the deed of mortgage and also in the Inquisition of 1604, that “Cill Tilang” was” in the Barony of Clonderlaw”, i.e. it must have been in Killimer parish if, as I infer, it was located near Moyloch (which is in Kilrush parish, about 4 miles east of the town)”Tarmon” and “Dysert” being church lands in Killimer, are likely places; but since O’Donovan could not identify “Cill Tilang” over a century ago there is little chance, nowadays of solving the mystery.

The annat of 1507 (mentioned above) brackets the vicarages of” Kiltyclyn” and of “Nadunayn”. Mr. D F Gleeson (loc cit) identifies “Nadunayn” with “Eaglaysandenoyc” (Eaglais an Domhnach) of which Maurice O Gyllahanan was vicar in 1460, and suggests a possible connection between “Eaglais an Domhnaigh” and “Tobar Righ-an-Domhnaigh” in Kiltumper, Kilmihil parish. The suggestion finds support in the custom noted by O’Donovan in 1839, of performing stations at the well in Kiltumper every Sunday (i.e. the well had taken the place of the church). See above P. 37 c and see also Frost, H. Clare P 576 (last 2 lines etc.), where Murtagh MacMahon (Murtagh was one of Fr Gilbert Brody’s Sureties) of Ballinagun claimed “that in 1668 Lord Clare devised to him the lands of Knockalough, alias Kiltinnins, alias Kiltumper ….”” Kiltinnins” may well have been the older name of a church in the locality which had become known popularly, as “Eaglais-an-Domhnaigh. “Kiltinnins” would seem to have been “Cill- tSenain. (One of Breen’s fields is still called “the Tarmon field” in  Kiltumper.)

For particulars of the complex position of Iniscathy, read Mr. D F Gleeson’s “The Collegiate Church of Iniscathaigh” in North Munster Antiq. Journal 1940 PP 14 – 30; but remember that “O’Kelly” in his translation of mandates should read instead as “O’Queally”.

(2)” Kilrushene” (Cill Roisín ?) in the inquisition of 1604 seems to be Kilrush, or perhaps it was a special name for the townlands in the parish which belonged to St. Senain.

(3)”Moyasta” in Kilfearagh Parish, was given to Sir Daniel O’Brien of Carraigaholt (who shared almost the whole barony of Moyarta with the Earl of Thomond at the period.

(4) “Killnagalliagh”, (Kilfearagh parish) in Tarmon Senain, (originally a nun’s chapel) was given to the Earl of Thomond.

(5) “Kilcredaun” in Moyarta parish was given to Sir Daniel O’Brien of Carraigaholt.

(6) “Bealatallinge” (mentioned not as part of Tarmon Senain, but as the residence of John Gregyun, who got three quarters of Senan’s patrimony) does not appear among the townlands in Frosts 1641 lists. I call attention to the terminal “---tallinge” in the name because it may bear some affinity to the mysterious “Tilang” in “Cill Tillang”, and may be the ancient name of some stream in the locality. “Beal” suggests “mouth of River”

Note that “Cill Feadain” likewise means “Church of the Stream”: There was no saint of the name “Feadáin” (Ord Survey Letters, typed edit. Vol 2 P. 22).

The Corporation of Limerick got the better of the Earl of Thomond in the contest for the church lands on Iniscathaigh, probably because the Bishop of Limerick held certain rights to temporalities on the island.

SUMMARY

Corcabaiscinn deanery was unique in the diocese: here are the significant facts:-

(1) We find no mention of Rectors in papal documents, but there is constant reference to Vicars. In Bishop Riders reports we find mention of Rectories in every parish in Corcabaiscinn. Papal mandates mention Rectors in every other deanery, as well as Rectories.

(2) The endowments of 12 Rectories in the deanery pertained to the collegiate church, since the Earl of Thomond obtained them in 1604, when the property and rights of St. Senan’s successors were confiscated under the statute of Mortmain.

(3) Invariably, papal mandates describe the “perpetual portions” in the collegiate church as being “with cure”; i.e. the “portion” obliged a canon to exercise care of souls and to celebrate mass for his people on Sundays and Holy Days. It is true that “care of souls” in the deanery was exercised through vicars: but the duty rested primarily on the canons by virtue of their “portions”. Was each Canon, then, Rector, in effect at least, of one of the twelve parishes where the Rectories were impropriate to the collegiate church? Alternatively, did the twelve Killaloe canons, as a body, exercise care of souls, through vicars, over those twelve parishes in the deanery? To state the case otherwise: did each canon derive revenues from one Rectory, plus a share in the revenues from the lands called Termon-Senain? or, did the revenues from the rectories (including a rector’s portion of tithes) and from the lands of Termon Senan pertain to the collegiate church as such, each canon being paid a prescribed amount from the general fund.

I do not know the correct answer. It seems that each “portion” had a distinct name and was associated with a church e.g. a mandate of 1458 (Cal. Papal Reg. XI p 350) mentions that the vicarage of Shanagolden , in Limerick, had become vacant because the vicar, Laurence O Killid (which may be O’Kelly, rather than O’Queally) had obtained a perpetual portion with cure in the collegiate church of Iniscathy “called the portion of Kilgebam”. The final “----am” is probably a misreading of “---ain”: i.e. the church was “Cill –gCaobhain” ( Kilkeevain, in Kilrush Parish)

I mentioned above that Kilmacduane is said to have been “subject to the monastery” (of Inishcathy) by Colgan in relating that St Senan appeared in the time of “Theodoricus, son of Teige O’Brien, King of Thomond” (I do not know which Turlough O Brien is in question) to punish the king for violating sanctuary of Iniscathy. The clause “subject to the monastery” appears to be explanatory and to have been inserted by Colgan of his own knowledge (Ord. Sur. letters 2 P 35). Whatever the date of the alleged apparition, it is natural to suppose that the 12 impropriate churches, --having been subject of old to the comharbs of Senan -- remained subject to the collegiate church of Iniscathy.

 I cite an mandate and an annat which are of interest, though they shed little knew light on the subject.


(a) A mandate of 1454 states that “Maurice O’ Gillayhanayn, lately ….. endowed with a perpetual portion ……. in Iniscathy, had made charges against Donatus McGrath”. The mandatories were ordered – if the charges were found true –“to deprive Donatus and to collate the canonry and prebend of Clondegad to Maurice, even though he holds said portion …. in the said collegiate Church”. The mandate adds that the vicarage of  Kilmacduane had been united, recently, by the Pope to the prebend of Clondegad. (Cal. Papal Reg X. P.718. In a hasty reading I took this mandate to imply that Kilmacduane was a “portion of the collegiate church of Iniscathy” I must verify this reading at first chance.)


Bear in mind that the rectory in Clondegad was impropriate to Killone Abbey, since Lord Inchiquin acquired it with the abbey in later times; but a canon of Iniscathy had a prebendal stall in Clondegad church and a small share in the parish tithes. I suspect that the pope united the prebend there with the vicarage of Kilmacduane by mistake: he did not advert that the Canon  who held the prebend was bound to reside on Iniscathy and was not free to exercise care of souls as vicar of Kilmacduane.


(b) Annats of A.D. 1424 (Archiv. Hib. X. P.10) refer to Eugene O’Quealy, first as vicar of Kilmacduane (no 22) and later (in no 24) as a Killaloe canon (i.e. of Iniscathy) who held possession of a prebend in Disserth – Mallathala (Dysert Murthuile, Kiladysert) “et rectorie curate de Chimialearnuck” Take the latter name to represent “Kilmayley-Cormick”


Apparently there was a prebendal stall in Kildysert at that date (1424), but it must have been disendowed since it is not mentioned in Bishop Rider’s reports. Note too that Eugene O’Quealy, canon of the collegiate church held a rectory-- presumably Kilmaley – outside the deanery of Corcabaiscinn, but I still do not know whether the canons held the rectories individually or collectively, within Corcabaiscinn.

O’Donovan (Ord. Sur. letters 3 P. 32 ff) gives extracts relevant to Corcabaiscinn from A.F.M, beginning with A.D. 717. Two are of special interest:-


A.D 1013. Donnell, son of Diarmuid, ……. was slain at Clontarf (ancestor of the o’Donnells, Chiefs of Corcabaiscinn)

A. D. 1399. Conor, Mac Cormaic, one of the O’Donnells of Corcabaiscinn, Bishop of Raphoe, died.

From that time on (A.D. 1400) the O’Donnells were being ousted from the spoils, secular and 

religious, by the MacMahons and their kinsmen. There is no mention of a priest named 

“O’Donnell” in the papal mandates.

The MacMahons, in turn, though still strong in the 16th century, and down to Cromwell’s day, 

were being ousted by the O’Briens; the O’Briens would have acquired every useful piece of 

land in Clare if the introduction of the English  feudal system had not put an end to the Gaelic tribal regime. Besides the “Protestant  “reformation” and Cromwellian “Settlement” introduced a new type of landlords into many parts of the county.

We do not find even one descendant of the ancient chiefs, the O’Donnells, listed as a landowner in Corcabaiscinn on the 1641 list. In like fashion, the MacMahons do not figure, to any great extent, on the lists of 1659 and 1663, except alone Captain Teige MacMahon (son, perhaps of Sir Teige); in a very minor way, Sir Teige MacMahon (son of Turlough Roe) and a woman named Joan MacMahon (Frost H. Cl. Pp. 447-457).

Sir Teige had taken the English side in 1641, yet of all his vast heritage he was allowed to retain only the townland of Ballyleaan, part share of in Ballynacragga, and a tenancy in Glenconaun (all in Kiladysert parish). Brian MacMahon, second son of Turlough Roe, lost all his holdings (which may imply that he had kept his faith)

Another Teige MacMahon figures as a “transplanted papist” in the tenancy of Meggagh in Carron parish.

               The names of the new owners of land in Kilmihil parish may be found in Frosts History of 

               Clare (p 454ff); and see his list of “Inquisitions” as follows :-

               P. 267 (last line) ; P 301 1st & 2nd Pars.; p. 312 (last par. etc.) P. 314 (2nd par. & last par.)

              P. 315 (1st, 3rd & 6th  Pars) P 325 ( 2nd & 3rd pars)  P 333 (Lord Clares lands); P 334 List of 

              names); P 337 (5th par. Ref to Wm. Ryan, an exile from Tipperary?).

The names on Petty’s census , taken in 1659 may be found in Frosts History (P 386) for the Baronies of Clonderlaw and Moyarta. The census is incomplete: e.g. names which are found in the 1659  - 1663 lists of tenants are not mentioned. It is thought now, that Petty intended to provide only the names of those that were liable to poll tax. The inference from the census that the population of Clare had been reduced to about 16,000 Catholics and 400 Protestants in 1659 is not correct. 

The “Kelly” on Petty’s list for Clonderlaw and Moyarta, should be “O’Quealy” in most cases. I do not know if the “MacDonnells” (10 in East and 6 in West Corcabaiscinn) were of descent from the ancient chiefs “Muinnter Domhnaill”. Probably they were new-comers and Protestants (Elizabeth O’Brien of Ennistymon, on becoming wife of Charles MacDonnell Esq, Kilkee also became “a convert from popery”  Frost P 633).

The O’Donnells in this district nowadays, are said to be of descent from two O’Donnell brothers who fled from the north and who married the daughters of a parson because he had given them shelter. Many familiar west Clare names are give in Frosts History: Inquisitions P 267 ff; Forfeitures P 447 ff; King James Army List P 564 ff; Claims and Petitions P 574 ff; Converts from Popery P 632 ff.

I do not cite all the names. Between calamities and changes there is no telling whether a modern family is of descent from a family of similar name on Frosts’ lists.

Among the outrages perpetrated by the Cromwellians on the district, Frost mentions (P. 378) that Captain Stace and Captain Apers put 500 families to death in the baronies of Islands, Ibrickane, Clonderlaw and Moyarta, despite a “promise of protection”.

Conditions were not so bad after the restoration of the Stuarts to the British throne in A.D 1660; chiefly because the O’Briens did not show any great zeal for Protestantism; even “Murrough of the Burnings” (Inchiquin) showed clemency towards the friars in Ennis and left them £20 for masses in 1674. The high sheriff, Mr. Butler, was kind to the priests, so far as he could, in 1700-1714, and was reported to the British authorities by Francis Burton on that account. This Burton had acquired Kiltumper in Kilmihil parish after Lord Clare’s attainder in 1692. The first Francis Burton and his brother, Thomas were brought to Buncraggy by the Earl of Thomond in 1611. Bruodinus says that the Burtons were  mere preachers; and characteristically, when he related an unpleasant story about one of them (that he encouraged immorality after his religious services)  he (Bruodinus) represented that the incidents occurred, not in his own beloved county, but somewhere in Kerry. For an account of Burton’s patron, the Earl of Thomond, and his brutality, see Frost, P 261, last line etc)

(My authority is Fr. Gregory Clery O.F.M. I have not seen the original passage in the Propugnacula, having had access, only to certain pious extracts in the “Summarium” of the “cause” of the Irish Martyrs.)

Probably the tillers of the soil in Kilmihil were little the worse of the transfer of the townlands to the new landlords (Burton, Hickman, Ingoldsby, Ivers, etc.) who did not reside in the district and were content to extract profits. Nearly always the tillers of the soil are victims of the rapacity of their masters to the utmost limit of human endurance, and (as farmers in west Clare have reason to know at the present time, under an Irish Government) are little the better or little the worse, by a change of masters.

At that stage the plain people of Kilmihil and in all Corcabaiscinn were – they still are -- a mixture of the two Celtic races, the ancient Ernai (Belgic) and the Gaels. There was very little infusion either of Norman or of Cromwellian blood among the inhabitants of S.W. Clare.

The tillers of the soil eked out a bare existence and many of their sons became “wild geese”, then, as now , ( when the young women, as well the young men take flight in hundreds). Their rectory and its lands had been seized by the Earl of Thomond and the Baron of Inchiquin. Their church and the vicarage had been seized by Bishop Rider and his parson; their payment of tithes were diverted to uphold the religion which the English colonists had accepted in loyalty to their kings. The people had lost everything but their lives and their faith, and the shrine which their patron, Blessed Michael, had given them, through Mrs Mary Mac Gorman in assurance that they who were outcasts on earth had not been forgotten in heaven.
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