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KILMIHIL. PARISH

ITS ORIGIN

AND

SCRAPS OF ITS HISTORY.

PATRICK GAYNOR P.P.

PART 11 THE PARISH OF KILMIHIL IN MEDIEVAL TIMES (A.D. 1200-1750)

CHAPTER I 

KILMIHIL IS MADE A PARISH.

After the death of Aedh Ua Beacain, last bishop – coarb - of Iniscathy in 1188 St. Senan’s diocese was apportioned between Killaloe , Limerick and Ardfert. The central religious house on the island being Episcopal and pastoral rather than abbatial and strictly monastic in character was then transformed into a collegiate church of secular canons subject to a prior and with responsibility for care of souls in accordance with tradition. At the same time, St. Senans church and the districts which they served, north and south of the Shannon, were erected into parishes each co-terminal -- in Corca Baiscinn -- with the “tuath” of a subordinate tribe.

The Calendar of Documents, Ireland A.D. 1302-07 (usually styled “The Tax List”), as edited by Sweetman in 1886 gives, on p 299 the following parishes in Corca Baiscinn and two others are given on p. 310, located, by mistake, in Cork diocese:-

1. Clondagat  (Clondagad)

2. Disertmurthill   (Kiladysert)

3. Kellsidayn
(Killfiddane)

4. Kelllogifyn
(Cill-Lugha-fionn, White Ch. Of Lugh)

5. Cnok
Later Kilmurry McMahon, but still called “Knock” in A.D. 1422 (Archiv. 

Hib. X  P. 27)

6. Killadymyr
(Killimer)

7.  Kellroys
(Kilrush).

8.  Kelleneragh
(   -an-fhearagh: Killfeeragh)

9.  Kellarda,
(Killard).

10.  Kellynfearbrighy
(Kilfarboy)

11.  Kilmacduane
(located by mistake in Cork Diocese)

12.  Ch. Of Machali
(Kilmihil)

13.  Killmaclayn
(in Tirmaclane (?) later, perhaps known as Kilchreest)

14.  Kellmolihegyn
(Cill- mbaile – Ui hEoghain)

15.  Cellenbonown
(This name bears a spurious resemblance to “Kilballyowen, because 

of the terminal “— own” in the word is pronounced Owen instead of “oun”: The name seems 

to be “Cill an Bun Abhainn”  (“Church of the river mouth”), probably a church at the mouth 

of the Moyarta river in Carraigaholt, later known as Moyarta parish. It might have been the 

name of church at a river mouth in Quilty (Mullagh), but I think that the parish of Moyarta 

(under a title taken from a church, originally) is more likely to have figured on the Tax List at 

that stage, so rightly or wrongly I take “Cillenbunown” to represent Moyarta.

N.B

Sweetman, as I mention on p. 23 (below) located" Kilmacduane and the church of Machal (Michaelis)" in Cork diocese I am informed by the president of St. Finnbarrs College, Faranferris, Cork, that there was never a parish named Kilmacduane "either in the diocese of Cork or of Cloyne or of Ross or in the part of E Kerry that which returns to Cork Diocese. Neither was there any parish with the terminal "Duane" in Cork. Since Sweetman transferred Kilmacduane and probably " Écclesia Michaelis"(ch of Machalis) from Corcabascinn to Cork, it is clear that "Killmaclayn" ( Blank) -was a distinct parish from "Kilmacduane" (for the latter name did not appear twice on the original document). I can suggest only that "Killmaclayn may have been the name of an older church in Tirmaclane, which served that district prior to the erection, in the 15th century, of the new church which was named "Kilchreest". If Kilmihil be the church of Machali which Sweetman located with Kilmacduane in the deanery of "Corkolayn" in Cork (where there was no such deanery) only three parishes in Corcabascinn are missing from the Tax List - Killlaloe, Iniscathy, and Mullach (later called Kilmurry Ibricane). Killone abbey replaced Killone parish because the abbot had the revenue of Killone rectory and vicarage and was liable for the  tax. Iniscathaig was omitted for a similar reason.

The district of Mullagh did not become important until the MacGormans settled there about A.D. 1306, and after a time imposed their tribal name –“Ui Breacain” – on their territory. Moreover the distinction between Kilmurry Ibricane and Kilmurry McMahon (Cnok on the Tax List) had not yet been drawn at that date: those two churches were erected and thus named after Our Lady in the 15th century. In earlier times the Gaels dedicated churches only to saints of their own race (Ord. Survey letters II  P.38).

( Marginal Note: The first McGorman came to Clare in 1274; after some years of service in King Turlough O`Briens wars he was given a grant of lands in Mullagh, an indication that the district was sparsely inhabited,  (see Molua, 1938,  p. 7)

The McMahons had not arrived in W. Clare, any more than the Mac Gormans, when Iniscathaig was transformed into a collegiate church of 24 secular canons. The “portions” of the 12 Killaloe canons were derived from the rents or profits on the lands in Corcabaiscinn called Tearmon Senan, from the endowments of certain rectories which were impropriate to the collegiate church, and from a share of the newly imposed tithes. The Killaloe canons being obliged to reside, normally on the island, exercised care of souls in the impropriate parishes of the deanery through vicars (curates), each of whom had a vicarage, with its endowments and  some share in the parish revenues. We shall see later that the Protestant Bishop, John Ryder, who seized rectories in other deaneries was able to seize only the vicarages in Corcabaiscinn. The earl of Thomond had obtained the rectories of Corca Baiscinn deanery in 1604 (except a few that fell to Lord Inchiquin) when tearmon Senan and other endowments  of the collegiate church were confiscated under the statutes of mortmain. The position is obscure, for lack of evidence, but Killmacduane, for instance, was described (in the story of the alleged apparition by St. Senan to punish violation of sanctuary as “subject to Iniscathy”, by Colgan in his Life of St. Senan. I could not find any reference to Kilmihil in papal mandates or annates.

Marginal note: re “care of souls” The chief duty in “care” was the offering of mass for the faithful on Sundays and holidays, see Papal Mandates -------- 

CH XLIV Cited in Ord. Survey Letters, typed edit. vol 11(?) P 35

Sweetman's Tax List gives 15 parishes in Corcabaiscinnn if we include Kilmacduane and Kilmihil (Ch. of Machali) which were located by mistake in Cork Diocese. It seems certain that 12 parishes were made impropriate to the collegiate church since there were 12 Killaloe cannons, and since the earl of Thomond acquired the endowments of 12 rectories in the deanery when the property and rights of the collegiate church were declared forfeited in A.D. 1604.

Killone, Clondegad, Killofin and Kilfiddane were made impropriate to the abbey of Killone, since Lord Inchiquin, on getting possession of the abbey, got possession of these four rectories as well and a part share(£3 .0 . 0) in the rectory of Kilmihil. Omitting these four rectories and also Kilchreest, (which pertained to the Augustinians on Canon Island), we have twelve other rectories (and parishes) which certainly existed (except perhaps, Kilmurry lbricane, but it was certainly founded soon after the coming of the MacGormans) since the founding of the collegiate church.

It is most unlikely that any one of those parishes was established at a later date. The arrival of the MacGormans did not affect the status of ancient parish churches in North Corcabaiscinn. The twelve parishes were ;‑

1. Kildysert
on the Tax List A.D. 1302

2. Knock (Kilmurry McMahon)
do

3. Kilimer
do

4. Kilrush
do.

5. Kilmacduane
located in Cork on the tax list.

6. Kilmihil
do.

7. Kilard
on the tax list 1302

8. Kilfearagh
do.

9. Moyarta
do.
10.Kilballyowen
do.

11 Kilfarboy
do.

12. The parish later known as Kilmurry Ibricane. This I think is the parish which does not appear on the tax list.

Each of these parishes was a distinct unit down to the 17th century. In proof we find that the Protestant bishop, John Rider, gave the vicarage of Kilmihil to Robert Frothingham (a deacon who also drew the revenues of Clondegad, Kilchreest, and Kilmurry MacMahon), but the vicarage of Kilmacduane was given to Robert Tuisden (a minister who also drew the revenues of Kilrush, Kilfearagh and Kilard). Kilmihil, therefore and Kilmacduane had not yet been united in 1610-15; but Bishop Rider united the two vicarages "propter teniutation" (i.e. because of the meagre revenues) on October 6th 1617 and entrusted them to a deacon named Murtagh MacConsidine: moreover Bishop Rider, in his report of 1622 states that Donnoh 0 Malone was Catholic pastor of Kilmihil and Kennedy C. Teige pastor of Kilmacduane (Dwyer pp 92-93, 143,144, 170) at that date then the two parishes were still distinct in the Catholic church; but the seizure of revenues by the Protestant bishops and the scarcity of priests obliged Dr. John 0’Moloney II to unite Kilmihil with Kilmacduane after the Cromwellian wars. In that union Kilmihil took precedence, partly because of the high dignity of its patron, Blessed Michael the Archangel, and partly because St. Michaels holy well made Kilmihil a great centre of devotion in West Clare.
Lewis says of Kilmihil, in his Topographical Dictionary of Ireland ,1846 p. 143:-"In the Roman Catholic divisions the parish (Kilmihil) is the head of a district which also comprises the parish of Kilmacduane and contains the chapel of Kilmihil and those of Cooraclare and Cree in Kilmacduane" The townland of Knockalough in Kilmihil receives mention in the annals of Inisfallen, A.D. 1315, where it is recorded that Muirceartach O'Brien pursued Donogh O'Brien to Iárros (western promontory, which included the parishes of Kilballyowen, Moyarta, Kilfearagh ánd part of Killard)and laid waste the whole district "Ó Leim Conchualainn go Cnoc an Locha" (O'hÓgáin Co. an Chláir. P 78)

Cahermurphy also receives mention: the Annála Rioghachta Éireann, in the account of Red Hugh O'Donnell's raid on Clare A.D. 1600, say that he "marched from Craicc Ui Ciárdubhain (in the barony of Islands) to Cathair Murchadha in West Corcabaiscinn and thence to Kilmurry and Kilrush etc Cahermurphy, therefore was in West Corcabaiscinn and (perhaps for that reason) was owned by Sir Daniel O'Brien of Carrigaholt jointly with the Mac Gormans of Ui Breacain in 1641, and was outside the MacMahon sphere of influence. Nonetheless the townland is likely to have been part of Kilmihil parish during the whole period; the distinction between East and West Corcabaiscinn came to be drawn -- I think -- because the MacMahons, who arrived after the formation of the parishes, were content, at first, to share lordship of Corcabaiscinn with "Muintir Domhnaill" the chiefs of Baiscionns race. That is the implication of a verse of Ua hUidhrin's poem about A.D 1400"

"dá triucha céd. cumainn linn

an dá corca bláith Baiscind,

Muintirdomhnaill is dual di

Sluagh re comroinn na criocha"

(0 hOgáin p 71)

"Comroinn" means equal share in the territory. I infer that the MacMahons, at first had come to terms with Muintir Domhnaill and had left them in possession of West Corcabaiscinn: both clans had to recognise the O'Brien's overlordship.

In earlier times Baiscionns race had to pay tribute to the Eoghanacht Kings of Cashel (0 hOgáin, Co. an Chláir P70). Later the MacMahons secured mastery of all Corcabaiscinn.

Against this line of reasoning it may be urged that the MacGormans, in addition to their claim on Cahermurphy, also held lands in Tullycrine in East Corcabaiscinn: but they may have acquired them either as a marriage portion or by purchase from the MacMahons (See inquisition Frost H.Cl. p 314 final para): the "trust" implies close friendship between Thomas MacMahon, Thomas MacGorman and Teige "0 Kelly" (which name should probably be 0 Queally)
I cannot glean any further information about the origin of Kilmihil Parish. The Leagauns in Lisnaligane and the name Tirmanroe (Tearman Roe) mark the boundaries of the church lands in the district: but I have failed to find out which lands pertained to” the Rectory” and which to the ”vicarage”. John Mac Namara held these townlands in 1641, probably from the Earl of Thomond (who had acquired the rectory) They were held in 1659 by Marcus Mc Grath (Frost P. 451 ?). Strange to say the Protestant Bishop John Rider, who claimed 215 ploughlands and several half ploughlands for his church did not complain that any district in Kilmihil had become impropriate to a layman (see list, Dwyer P.133ff). perhaps the “vicarage” in Kilmihil possessed all the lands to which Bishop Rider could lay claim.

Marginal note: See infra p 97 for possible solution of the question.

The value of the “vicarage” was estimated at £2.-0-0 in John Rider’s report in 1615, at £4-0-0 in his report in 1622 and at £6-0-0 in Bishop Rider’s report in 1663; and at £8-0-0 in Bishop Worths report in 1667 (Dwyer, P 43, P.117, P.165, P 341)

In Rowland Delahoyd’s Valor Beneficiorum, as fixed by the Royal Commission of A.D. 1630, Kilmihil “vicarage” was made liable to a tax of £1-0-0 and this is odd for two reasons (a) “vicarages not exceeding £6-13-4 were exempt from the tax (and Kilmihil was valued only at £4-0-0 by John Rider in 1622). (b)  Kilmacduane “vicarage (valued at £6 -0-0 in 1622) was made liable only to a tax of ten shillings (half the tax on Kilmihil). There must have been some lack of candour about the value of Kilmihil “vicarage” in the reports (1615 – 22) which were sent to Bishop Rider by his vicars. Presumably the alleged “value” had reference to the lands and did not include the tithes which were being extorted from the people for the support of the Protestant clergy. Some farmers in Kilmihil are still obliged to pay tithes for the support of the church which the English colonists founded in Ireland in the 16th century.

The tax on “vicarages” as fixed by Rowland Delahoyd, in 1630, varied from £3-0-0 to £0-6-8: the tax on “rectories” varied from £7-0-0 to £0-10-0 (Dwyer pp 13-14)
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