The Piper of Shanakeil.
In one of the many Irish risings against the English government, a family of eighteen brothers from the borders of Rathcormac and Glenville took part. On the failure of the rebellion the brothers amongst others, were outlawed and took refuge in an underground tunnel near their native place. The fact of so many brothers having been in the insurgents` ranks and having all come through the fighting unscathed gave them such a widespread notoriety that the authorities made special efforts to track them down and capture them.

On one occasion a company of British military were returning along the Glenville-Rathcormac road after a fruitless day`s search for the fugitives when they met a local piper on the way. He saluted the officer in charge and inquired as to their success. (The military objective was well known in the countryside ) On being informed how matters stood he asked how they would reward a person who discovered for them the hiding place of the outlaws. On getting a satisfactory assurance he led the red-coats to the secret tunnel where the eighteen brothers had taken refuge. They were brought out, one after another, and all shot dead !

The officer then went back to the piper, now aghast at the butcherers before him, and gave him some silver for his information. But no sooner was it in the piper`s pocket than the officer shot him dead, remarking as he did so that it was a pity that eighteen brave men should, through him, have lost their lives.

For years afterwards this pipers ghost was said to haunt the locality, playing upon his pipes attuned to a special uncanny caoine, or lament. This particular tune became so familiar in the district that it was caught up by some, who could be heard whistling it as they worked.

Years passed but the piper continued his nightly serenades down to the end of the eighteenth century, since when he has not been seen or heard in the district.

The location of the tunnel was lost in the intervening years but recently the covering of what was believed to be a portion of it collapsed beneath a tractor when at work.
