A Notable Fermoy Fenian.
A young Fermoy man named John McCarthy was supposed to be one of the four Fenians who were surrounded in Kilclooney wood on 31st March, 1867, among them being Peter O'Neill Crowley who was mortally wounded there. 

McCarthy was arrested after the fight and brought to Fermoy Barracks where he was detained pending trial. On the night before this came off he was taken to a house in the town, not far from the Courthouse, possibly with a view to counter any attempt at rescue or demonstration that might be made on his way from the Barracks, where he was to be tried.

On the morning of the trial a neighbour called at his parents’ shop to sympathise with them in their trouble. The mother, who hadn’t till then known of her son’s position, immediately hastened down to the Court, which she found already in session.In a loud challenging voice she called out to her son in the dock, ‘John, you were born a child – but die a man!’

The judge, becoming indignant, at once adjourned the proceedings and ordered the woman’s arrest. On the night before his resumed trial McCarthy was again taken to the same house in which he had been confined on the night previous to his first trial and was locked securely there in a private room.

Later that night some friends of his made up a bottle of heavily doped spirits which they managed to get into the house where the prisoner was confined. It worked well – during the night McCarthy secured his liberty.He escaped towards Youghal and subsequently crossed over to America where he became a successful mining engineer in Colorado.

He afterwards married a girl named Linehan from Templenoe, Balllyhooley, for whom he sent when safe in America. Many friends of her family are living around Ballyhooley still.

My informant, a Rathcormac man, in whose narrative I have confidence, was himself for years in Colorado with uncles of his who had learned McCarthy’s story from that gentleman himself.
