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PATRICK GAYNOR P.P.
Part 1.

THE PEOPLE OF KILMIHIL IN OLDEN TIMES. (A.D. 500 – 1200)
An account of the first distinct Gaelic settlements in Clare from the third to the Eight century is given in an “Introductory Note” to an article on the Parish of Inagh, Molua, 1942, p 25 : This article is in effect a synopsis of the Introduction to Sean O‘Hogáins, Contae an Chláir, with some modifications.

Briefly, in South-west Clare, the more ancient inhabitants were Sean-Connactai, of the tribes Tuath Carra and Tuath Cathbarr). Firbolgs of the race of Siangann. About A.D. 200 these tribes were forced by the Erani invasion, either to migrate northwards or to seek temporary refuge in wilder and poorer districts-- such as Kilmihil - or else to accept serfdom. 
Marginal note:, N.B. Eoin MacNeill in “Phases of Irish History (Gill, Dubllin 1919) p.76 Adheres to the ancient theory that the “Firbolg” were “Men of Bags” i.e. makers of bags from hide or leather in pre-celtic times; he says (p.78 par. 2)that the name “Firbolg” was extended to the whole conquered population by the Celtic ascendancy. MacNeill (loc cit p.65 )holds that the Ivernai (Ernai) were “preCeltic”, were located chiefly in Munster and were distinct from the “Picts”, another ancient race found in various parts of Ireland. But see “Early Irish history and Mythology, by T.F. O‘Rahilly (Cahill, Dublin 1946). Mr. O‘Rahilly holds that the “firbolgs” were Celts of the Belgic Tribe who came to Ireland via Britain; that the Ernai were Belgic Celts, not Gaels, at all; that some Ernai tribes in later times, were provided with Gaelic pedigrees (concocted) for practical reasons and also to foster a belief that the Gaels (late arrivals, about 50 BC were very ancient inhabitants of Ireland. The Gaels, unlike the Firbolgs (Ernai), came directly to Ireland from the Continent. If Mr. Rahilly‘s theory is right---and he makes out a good case---- Corca baiscinn was a Belgic tribe, and the Gaels did not begin to occupy S.W. Clare until the Macmahons came hither in the 13th Century. Basically, then the people of S.W. Clare would be akin to the ancient Britons rather than to the Gaels

The leader of the Ernai Invasion was Ailill (Cairbre) Baiscionn, son of the great chief of the Ernai race, Conaire Mor, High King of Ireland and of Saraid, daughgter of Conn Cead Catha. The invasion took place because the Ernai, after 300 years of dominance in Munster, had suffered defeat at the hands of Mogh Nuadhat, about a.d.140 and were being kept in subjection by his son, Eoghan Mor ( ancestor of the Eoghanacht race). Cairbre Musc and some of the Ernai tribe accepted the situation and remained in Munster; Cairbre Righfhada and others of the Ernai went north to Dal-Riada, and Cairbre Baiscionn either organised an army of his clansmen, for the conquest of Clare (about 200 A.D.) or else crossed the Shannon and was accepted as their chief by Ernai tribes who had already gained a foothold in the county.

Baiscionn‘s followers were chiefly of the Tuath Mairtini, an Ernai Clan who held the Golden Vein in Limerick and South Tipperary, about A.D. 100, but who were being ousted from that fertile region and were forced to migrate in search of living space.

Ogygia (p. 206) and Foras Feasa ar Eirinn ( p128) say that “the Mairtini suffered defeat at Sliaw Cailge (Mount Callan ??) in Corca Baiscionn, where Baskinnus himself, was slain” (i.e. about A.D.230, allowing that Baiscionn was very young when his father put him in battle in A.D. 165).

Marginal note J O‘Donovan in Ord. Survey letters Vol. iii p 32, typed edit. Says that Sliabh Cailge was the high ground at Moveen (not Mt. Callan.)

The theory that tribal lands were held in common with periodic re-distribution is not correct (see Mac Neill, Celtic Ireland Ch IX +X). Only family lands were divided at times among the Heirs (derbfhine). But a king might give his son intermediate overlordship in a tuath, with result in due time that the wealthy families (landowners) , here in South West Clare were nearly all of direct descent from Cairbre Bascionn; the inhabitants came to be known as Corc Ui Baiscionn ( Baiscionn‘s Tribe and in time the tribal area came to bear that name. Baiscionn‘s race extended their sway North to Inbir Dubglaisi  (The border of Corcomoruadh near Lahinch) and east along the banks of the Shannon and the Fergus, to Clarecastle: but about A.D. 800a formidable Eoghanacht tribe, Ui Cormaic, sailed up the Fergus, and despite opposition from Corcabaiscionn occupied the district around Ennis (Drumcliffe, Ui Cormaic) and Kilmaley (still known as Ui Cormaic), and the district eastward to Magh Adhar and Clooney.

Baiscionn‘s race occupied South-west Clare in peace for a thousand years (A.D. 200--- 1200) with result that the see of InisCathaigh (founded by St Senan, about A.D. 540) preserved its integrity in Clare and the characteristics of a diocese organised in accordance with St, Patricks ideas. But after A.D. 1200 the O‘Briens, having lost all hope of High Kingship or even of extending sway in Munster, began to concentrate their attention on Clare, including Corca Baiscionn.

In the early period, then, the men of property in Kilmihill district, as elsewhere in Corcabaiscinn were mainly of Baiscionns own race, but the tillers of the soil were of descent from the adventurous clans who had crossed the Shannon about 200 A.D. in search of living space under Bascionn‘s leadership and in some ------? From the still older tribes who had held the territory in pre-christian times. As well there were artisans and craftworkers, teachers priests, monks and nuns. Among landowners the family includes not only sons, but grandsons (Geilfine) and great-grandsons (Deirbfine and even great-great-grandsons (Innfine). But the “real” family was the “deirbfine”, each member of which had an appointed share in the family heritage, on reaching manhood and if a male member of the “deirbfine” died, e.g. the grandfather, his personal share was divided among the survivors. The family heritage was not held “in common” ; but as each qualified member ascended the scale, through the death of his seniors, his portion was increased : but all descendants of the “ceannfine” (head of Household) had the right to be supported by the property, and certain rights (eg to fish, or firewood) were common to all the offspring. This misunderstood custom of re-distributing the “portion” of a deceased member among the other qualified members of the “deirbfine”is the origin of the notion that “tribal lands” were held “in common” (with the chief as manager) and were subject to periodic re-distribution. The family, as such, was not disturbed under the system: but if the family could not increase the heritage from time to time, the periodic division of the property among the “deirbfine” led to a decline in the family fortunes; besides the supreme chief could provide for his sons by giving them ownership or part ownership of townlands , i.e. the right to tthe tribute or part of the tribute payable by the previous owners (e.g. the sub-chiefs and heads of families) . See the deed by which Turlough Roe McMahon provided for his second son, Brian (Frost H.Cl. P.513).
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