ANDREAS MAC CRUITIN

(Andrew MacCurtin)

The Mullagh area of the parish can boast of at least one man who assumed national proportions. He is Andrew MacCurtin. He was both a poet and teacher. He was born at Moyglass. The date of his birth is uncertain, 16-? According to O’Curry he died about the year 1740. Others state that he died in 1749. He is buried in Kilfarboy, Andrew spent most of his life in the district in which he was born. His parents were well off and he was provided with a good education for the period in which he lived. A portion of the family estate was sold to enable him make his studies. He was a second cousin of Aodh Buidhe Mac Cruitin who was also a poet and was born at Liscannor. Andrew was one of the last poets to write in the Syllabic metre known as the Dán Díreach and although he despised the “New School” of stressed metres he eventually, owing to stress of circumstances, wrote some poems in the stressed metres known as the Amhran. He wrote several Caointe (Elegies). With the possible exception of Aodh Buidhe, Andrew MacCurtin was, without doubt, the best and most classical poet of his era. Not only was he a poet, but a geneologist and antiquarian as well. Professor O’Curry refers to him as “one of the best” if not the very best Irish scholars of his day. The paltry income to be derived from the writ​ing of poetry compelled him to become a schoolmaster in his native place. He taught until his death. His chief bene​factors were Edward O’Brien of Ennistymon and Sorley MacDonnell of Kilkee.

Andrew MacCurtin was a man of exalted patriotism and took pride in his profession and in the high position of his family as hereditary ollamhs to the chieftains of Cor​comroe and Dal Cas.

I am indebted to Mr. Bernard O'Higgins, NT., Mullagh, for a list of MacCurtin’s writings. In the year 1703 he wrote a copy of which the following is the merest summary. Father Keating’s “Tri Bior Gaoithe an Bhais”. He also made a copy of Keating’s History of Ireland. In 1720 he transcribed the life of St. Senan of Inis Cathaig, a copy of Cath Fhinntragh, or the Battle of Fentry, and a volume of prose tales was also made by him. In the year 1716 he wrote a copy of the “Caithreim Toralbh” or “Triumphs of Torlogh O’Brien, King of Thomond. There follows a list of thirty-three of MacCurtin’s poems. These would be of supreme interest to the student of the early eighteenth century Irish literary history but not of equal interest to the reader of a sketch of parish history.

This brings to a conclusion an attempt to sketch the history of Kilmurry-Ibrickane parish. My transfer to Kilrush was responsible for the writing of most of it away from the parish. I had to depend, for the most part, on notes made during my stay there. My task was a pleasure as it maintained a contact with a people for whom I had the greatest respect. During my thirteen years stay among them I always found them friendly and co-operative. This co-operation was made evident in the religious devotion of the people. It manifested itself in the prompt and sustained response to the many appeals for voluntary labour at Mul​lagh, Coore and Quilty, and in the unflagging generosity of the parishioners. As these encouraging characteristics of a devoted flock have been, so may they ever remain. May Kilmurry-Ibrickane throughout its future be true to the hundred per cent Catholicism of its great past.


