The first schools in Kilmurry-Ibrickane parish under the Board of Education:

MULLAGH

An application was made to the Board of Education by the Rev. Edmond Patrick Barry, P.P., on the 11th March, 1844, for a school at Mullagh. The proposed site was in the townland of Finuremore. The lesser of the site was James O’Dwyer of Newpark, Ennis. He held the land in fee. The Trustees were Rev. Edmond Patrick Barry, PP., Michael Killeen of Mullagh and James Shannon of Craggaknock, solvent and respectable farmers. A lease in perpetuity was granted. A modest rent was required. The number of children ex​pected to attend will be 220. Two schoolrooms will be re​quired. The parish population was 10,700. A room 60’ x 30’ was sought. The local one-third contribution was ready.

This contribution was ordinarily made when the parishioners quarried stones and drew them to the site and, besides, pro​vided the sand for the building. There were no schools of any sort in the neighbourhood.

Inspector’s report on the Application: “This application ought to be entertained. The site is excellent and there is a space of many square miles between Miltown, Kilkee, Kil​rush, Kildysart and Ennis without a national school. Miltown is five miles distant. The nearest afterwards is not less than fourteen miles from the site”.



John Bradford, Superintendent.

Fr. Barry’s application for a school at Mullagh was ob​jected to by Francis McMahon, resident at Kilmurry and the local landlord. The objection will be dealt with presently. Suffice it to mention that the petition for a school at Mul​lagh was granted. A building grant. of £66/13/4, together with £7/10 - for furnishing one room, was granted on 15th August, 1846. The school was opened on 22nd May, 1846.  It was attended by 270 males and 240 females.  The teacher was Thomas Flanagan.  He had a salary of £8 per annum from the Board of Education, supplemented by £12 per annum from local funds.  The pupils paid from 6d to 2/- per quarter to find this £12. 

Objections to the erection of the school at Mullagh, made by William McMahon, landlord, resident at Kilmurry.  

The following is the text of the objection addressed to the Board of Education:

“Sir, I beg to lay before the Board the following brief statement with reference to this application. The parish of Kilmurry is situated along a populous shore of the Atlantic near Miltown Malbay in the barony of Ibrickane. It cont​ains, according to the latest census returns, a very dense population who are principally located in large villages along the coast.

“It appears that the Roman Catholic clergyman, the Rev. Mr. Barry, has lately applied to the Board for a grant in aid for building a schoolhouse in this parish, but that he has selected as a site for it a portion of the chapel yard at a place called Mullagh in a mountainous and remote part of the parish about three miles distant from the populous vil​lages already mentioned (viz., Kilmurry and Quilty) and that such application of the Rev. Gentleman, if sanctioned by the Board, would not bend to the advancement of the majority of the people in this parish.

“Having been remonstrated with by several of my ten​ants and others in the district, I, in concert with Sir Burton McNamara - another resident proprietor here - have felt it my duty, respectfully, to call on the Board to suspend their judgment as to the application of the Rev. Mr. Barry and to investigate the superior claims which the village of Kil​murry has to be selected as a place for a School House in preference to any other locality in the parish.

“I therefore request that the Board may be pleased to order the Superintendent to report forthwith to them relative to this application. I shall give a free site for the erection of a School House, the extent of such site not to exceed one rood and I shall give a lease of three lives and thirty-one years. Two schoolrooms will be required. The attendance would be from four to five hundred daily. The names of the Trustees: Captain Sir Burton McNamara, RN., Tromroe, Tom McNamara, Esq., Carahan, Sub-Inspector of Police, and Edmond Hogan, Esq., M.D.

I have the honour to be your obedient servant, William McMahon

INSPECTOR’S REPORT

“These schools are proposed to be built in a populous cluster of villages. The nearest National Schools are those of Mullagh, distant three miles at least, and Miltown Mal​bay, distant four and a half miles. The site is very good. The schools are required for a great population, destitute of even a Hedge School. I recommend this application.










John Bradford, Superintendent.

Permission was given by the Board to build a school at Kilmurry, then a large-sized village, on the 7th August, 1845. The building grant amounted to £100. Furnishing, £11/5/-. The room with a movable partition was to be 44’ x 21’. This building was used as a school until it was replaced by Canon Cahir, with the school that was in use until 1934. A new school was erected at Tromore East in 1934.  When it ceased to be a primary school the school built by Canon Cahir was used as a technical school for a few years.

CLOUNLAHEEN

This proposed school was to serve the entire Coore area of the parish. An application for a building grant was made on 7th January, 1846. The Patron of the school was William Casey, the local landlord. His address is given as the Kil​dare Street Club, Dublin. The site of the proposed school was on the main road from Ennis to Kilmurry and it was to measure 100’ x 60’. The school should cater for 300 children. There was no National School within eight miles at any side. There were two Hedge Schools in the locality. The Parish Priest, Fr. Barry, was favourable to the application. The Protestant Rector had no flock in this locality. He was, nevertheless, hostile to the proposal.

INSPECTOR’S REPORT

“The Eastern half of the Parish of Kilmurry Ibrickane contains at least 5,000 souls and the school will be nearly in the centre. The nearest National School is five miles dis​tant on the West. On the East, the nearest applicant is 8 miles distant. On the North and South of this site the dis​tances are greater. I would strongly recommend a grant for two rooms.









John Bradford, Superintendent

A sum of £134 was granted on 13th August, 1846, to build two rooms, 34’ x 18’ each. £15 was allowed far fur​nishing.

CLONADRUM

An application for a grant to build a school at Clona​drum was made by Matt Kelly, first Manager of the National Bank, Kilrush, on 16th November, 1847. Matt Kelly was born at Craggaknock and he was brother of the remarkable Fr. Tim Kelly, who died Parish Priest of Kilrush in 1868. Mr. Kelly was owner of the property on which the school was afterwards built and he gave a sixty years’ lease of the site rent free. There was an expected attendance of 230 children. One room was considered sufficient. Mr. Kelly represents the parish population as all poor and he was prepared to pay or collect the one-third local contribution. It was in​tended that the school should be erected one mile from the seashore where the population was very numerous on account of the facility of obtaining manure and it was con​sidered that it would be an advantage to have a school within easy reach of them.

INSPECTOR’S REPORT

“The applicant (Mr. Matt Kelly) is very desirous of succeeding in his application and at as early a period as possible as there is a very poor population around to whom (famine) rations are distributed, provided they attend a National School - not otherwise, Mr. Kelly has taken a house adjoining the intended site with the view of opening it as a temporary school house. The grant will qualify the poor to obtain provisions”.

                                                                                              Edward W. Birmingham, Superintendent 

The school was subsequently built and continued in use until the present new school was opened in 1964.

These makeshift schools lasted for a few generations until they were replaced at Mullagh, Kilmurry and Coore by new and more substantial buildings by Canon Cahir. He added to their number new schools at Annagh, Shanavogh and Doolough. As has been previously noted the schools at Clonadrum and Scropul were provided by the Kelly family.

