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KILMIHIL. PARISH

ITS ORIGIN

AND

SCRAPS OF ITS HISTORY.

PATRICK GAYNOR P.P.

PART 3 

CHAPTER 5

PLACENAMES IN KILMIHIL.

NORTHERN PART.

1. Gurtnaheera: derivation uncertain; if the name meant “field of the sheep” it aught to have been “páirc-na-gcaoireach”, and if “field of the berries” it should be “---- na gcaor”. Phonetically the name seems to be “Gurt – na – Choire”, from “caor” meaning  “a red blaze” (a fire, e.g. on St. John’s night).

(“gurt – na gcaoireach and Gurtnagcaileal” ? “field of the sheep” in local tradition.)

2. Knockadrummin on the northern border is said to be in Kilmihil parish, but Drummin is in Mullagh parish.

3. Crag – na – sean – ein, where there is a lake, Lough – na – crag (near the border, directly south from Doolough) is in Cahirmurphy townland.

4. Cahirmurphy (C. Murchadha),  (See JRSAI 1874-5 pp 523-5 and “O’Gorman Mss” in National library and R.I. Acad. and also Fr. Myles Ronan “The McGormans” in Molua. 1938.) A vast townland once included in the district which is now called “Castlepark” (a modern name imposed by the Browne – Burkes who occupied the principal residence: Edmond Browne – Burke was known as “the master” ; Atty O’Brien, poetess of Kildysert, was sponser for Edmonds second daughter, Emma see bapt. reg. Bk A no. 1655). Cahirmurphy bridge is on the border of Clonkilla and Cahirmurphy Castle is near the border of Lisbane, which shows the original extent of Cahirmurphy. The townland was outside the MacMahon sphere of influence, and was reckoned to be West Corcabaiscinn (it is now Clonderlaw Barony). Frost (Hist of Cl. P 325) cites an Inquisition taken at Ennis on April 18th 1637 which shows that “Scanlon son of Mahone McGorman was owner of the hall, courtyard and two bedchambers in the Castle of Cahirmurphy” (Daniel O’Brien of Carraigaholt had part ownership of the Castle) Scanlan McGorman also held part ownership of the sub-townlands in the district:-

5. Ardgowney*

6. Baranard*

7. Kilcahermurphy*

8. Cloggach*

9. Knockeanville*

*these names are obsolete, and the location of the sub-townlands is not known. Kilcahermurphy may be the modern ‘Kylebawn’

9a. Rae-woor (-Mhor) East of Cahermurphy school:  “Tullan-a-Mhadra” (Dogs Hill) on M Kelly’s land.
The chief ‘Murcadh’ who built the stone fort and who gave his name to the townland, must have been of Baiscionn’s race, or else of Uí Breacain, since the MacMahons (Dal gCais) had no claim on the castle. The district is still a stronghold of the Murphy family.

10. ‘Duheer’ or ‘The Heer’ in mid Caher Murphy is said to mean ‘place of the brambles’. According to tradition a priest was murdered nearby; there is a stone which is said to have an inscription, but I have not yet been able to visit the spot.

10a. Glann-na-gCuit, a valley in Cahermurphy, near Pat O’Gorman’s house.

11. Garrynalay (phonetic pron) a field in mid Cahermurphy.

12. Ballynacreedaun – said to mean ‘Creeton’s land’ – in East Cahirmurphy, near Glenmore.

13. ‘Custelach Crohan’ means simply ‘Costelloe’ of Crohan (residence of Major General Costelloe’s forebears: now owned by Martin Baker) Mrs Dooley, nee Costelloe, says that the place was also called ‘Knockane’ it may be identical with ‘Knockeanville’ (no. 9supra)

13a. Benroe – also ‘onner-a-locha’?

14. Castlepark. A modern name for South Cahirmurphy: see sub no. 4

15. Glenmore: another vast townland in the north-east corner of the parish: no traditions.

16. Sorrel Island (S.E of Glenmore): a translation of the Gaelic name ‘Oilean-a-thoo’; the word ‘oilean’ is used in it’s secondary meaning – ‘an isolated place’. The poem which I have attached to this page suggests that ‘Oilean-a-thoo’ was also known as ‘Oilean Ui Gearailt’ in olden times. The Fitzgeralds are likely to have been ‘transplanted papists’, under Cromwell’s edict; but James Fitzgerald then dwelt as a tenant in Lissenair (Frost H. Clare, P456, footnote).

OILEAN UI GhEARAILT
Mrs McNamara N.T Clonigulane, sings this to a little song.

Sé an t-oilean colm é is torthaí ar crainn gac lá
Bíonn oráistí, sugha ann liomóídí is ‘flowers’ fé bhláth
Raib an nag oscailt, bric geal ar linn ag snámh
’Perries’ ar crannaibh ‘s ba ghlóir leat suidhe ann lá.

Siubhal mise Caiseal, Cluain Meala is Portlairge an tuinn
As san abhaile go dtangas don Chlár arís
Ní fheacas aon bhaile a mbhfearra liom fágbhail chun suidhe
Ná Oilean Ui Ghearailt is ólfaidh mé a shláinte ‘rís.

17. Boulanamweel: S. of Sorrel Island, and E. of Kiltumper (and Boulanagarb?)

18. Kiltumper: the cromleach is said to be the grave of a giant named ‘Thumper’ who “could squeeze water out of a stone” ( See supra). Brian Boru is said to have captured a Danish fort in the locality by guile and is said to have offered to spare the chief’s life if he would reveal the secret of making Danish beer (which was very good) but as Brian had killed the chief’s son the offer was turned down and the chief was put to death.
Kiltumper well was supposed to cure sore eyes, and on that account the rounds were performed before sunrise, moving from West to East so that the light of the rising sun would meet the eyes.
See Frost H. Clare P.576 (last lines) and P.577, where Murtagh MacMahon claimed the lands of Knockalough alias Kiltinnans, alias Kiltumper;  and refer back to P60 and also P97 “Nadunayn” i.e. ‘Eaglais-an-Dhomnaigh’ (eaglays-an-denoc). “Kiltinnans” i.e. “Cill-tSenain” may have been a more ancient name for ‘Eaglais-an-Domhnaigh’ which is likely to have been near ‘Tobar-Righ-an-Domhnaigh’ in Kiltumper.

19. Knockbrack – usually the whole district is styled ‘Kiltumper’ but probably certain farms belong to ‘Knockbrack’ – Brogan’s, Melican’s, Sullivan’s (now McMahon’s), Russell’s, Dooley’s, O’Gormans and Donnellan’s. The other farms – 3 O’Briens’ , S. Downes’ and Dan Downes’ and Griffins’ – are in Kiltumper.

20. ‘Garryfusey’ (a field in Ml. Melican’s farm).

21. ‘Slyne Head’ (in Sullivan’s – now McMahon’s- farm).

22. ‘The Skrug’ (in Mr. Griffin’s land).

23. ‘Onner-a-luck (phonetic pron – near Benroe).

24. Balleenjobber? (phonetic pron. – in McB??? land)

25. ‘Pairc-na-Manach (near the holy well)

26. ‘The Tearmon field (near the holy well).

27. Clonigulane, in S.E Kiltumper, is not named on an old map in my possession: evidently the whole district was styled Kiltumper in old times.

28. ‘Crochan-na-hayleh’ (phonetic pron) a hill of rock in Ml. Conways land, is said to mean ‘hill of cursing’.

29. ‘Glenn-na-mban-ruadh’: one of the ‘red-haired women’ is said to walk in the glen.

30. Greygrove, A translation of ‘Grawn-riabhach’, a meeting place there was called ‘The Skrieg’.

31. Crag – S.E of Greygrove, part is in Kilmihil parish.

32. Knockmore

33. Liisbane: a sub-district in N.W. corner of Knockmore.

34. Knockbeg: a subdistrict in the S.W. corner of Knockmore.

35. Loughmore: a large lake in Knockmore.

36. Beannaleassa, marked on O.S. map

37. ‘O’Dea’s Cross’ marked on the O.S. map about mid-way between Kilmihil and Clonigulane. The O’Dea farm is now held by Tom Hayes (Fr. Dan’s nephew).

37a. Gurt-na-hinse, in Tom Hayes’ farm.

38. Lisnaligane: T. P. Lillis’farm.

39. Tearmonroe: t.P. Lillis’farm.

40. Kilbrigid (in Lack West) on border of Cahercanavan: no traditions.

41. Clonakilla: no religious traditions: there is an old graveyard near Teige Reidy’s house.

42. Shyan: St Senan’s well on border of Clonreddan and ----.

43. Tober Senain: at W. border of Shyan near Leitrim. There is a spa well in Shyan.

44. Kylebeg: cemetery: site of friars ‘locus refugii’ in penal times (vide supra).

45. Letrim.

46. Cnoc-waenish (phonetic pron.) 400 yards east of Leitrim school: ‘Waenish’ is said to have been a pagan god.

47. Poll-a-vullain (bullan, a bullock ?)

48. Aill-mhor: near Cahercanavan, back from Johnsy Daly’s house.

49. Lochaill or Leath-aill: (half cliff)

50. The Lochaun.

51. Cruach-aitinn (pron. Crokettin: Gorse hill).

52. Carhoo-clocha: the Lernihan village near Kelly’s. Fr Wm. Moloney, P.P. Cooraclare and his curate Fr. Sylvester Malone, and for a time Fr. Ml Quinlavin, P.P Cooraclare, resided in the house which later belonged to Mrs. Eustace N.T. Leitrim, and which is now owned by her husband’s nephew Thos. Fitzgerald, Kilmihil. Michael Curry, afterwards canon Curry P.P. Cooraclare was baptised in that house and marriages were celebrated there, especially on Shrove Tuesday nights.

53. Kilmihil.

54. Lacken: site of school.

55. Knockalough: see ref. in Frost, Hist. of Clare P576ff. to the lands of Knockalough, alias Kiltinnins (Cill-tSenain?) alias Kiltumper; and see also Nth. Munster Antiq. Jnl. 1940, P 23 where D.F Gleeson cites an annat reference to ‘KiltyClyn’ and ‘Nadunayn’ (A.D. 1507) and identifies them with ‘Killtyxxine’ ‘Eaglaysandenoc’ (Eaglais-an-Domhnach which is likely to have been a church near Tobar-Riogh-an-Domnaigh in Kiltumper) Vide Supra.
Richd. Pilkington, Ahagha, says that the Protestant Bishop had a stipend out of Knockalough: his daughters ? were married to Westropp of Limerick and Boucher of Dublin who inherited the bishop’s property and sold it to the tenants. Captain O’Donnell was a middleman who paid the Bishop’s stipend.
The first Rich. Pilkington (a Church of England parson) came to West Clare in the reign of King Charles II and built Gower Hall, having got the lands with his wife, a Mahon woman. His son Pyne Pilkington inherited Gower Hall and had four sons, Richd. Michael, Arthur, and William. Richd. got part of Gower farm (his sister, who married a man named Keane, getting the house and 80 acres). Michael, Arthur and William married into other farms. Michael and Arthur who had married Captain O’Donnell’s two daughters, came to Knockalough but were unable to pay the fine when Captain O’Donnell died, so Sinan O’Donnell got the lands and collected the rents, and some rents from Greygrove..

William Pilkington, son of Pyne, above had married Jane O’Donnell of Ballykett; he got notice to quit and came to Ahagha (but managed to hold Ballykett). He built or bought four houses in Kilrush from which he derived £60 a year. William’s son, Richd. bought Arthur’s place in Knockalough, being succeeded there by his son, John. Richard had married a Lillis woman of Churchtown and Moyadda and when his family had grown up had become a Catholic and ‘never had a day’s luck’! (The ill-luck arose from his having become a surety for a rate-collector). The place in Knockalough was sold to the Considine family. Richard, who became a Catholic was grandfather of my informant, Richard Pilkington of Ahagha (son of John – Mgt Hogan, B. in Knockalough: See Bapt. Reg. A no 1509).

See Ref in Frost Hist. of Clare P. 267, Aug 11th 1585, to ‘Mahone Mac Donogh McMahon of Knockalough’

56. Beanleassa Fort, in Knockalough, on O.S. map: (see fort of similar name, on O.S. map in Knockmore townland; Supra)

57. Lisnagareen (?) in Knockalough on O.S. map.

58. Clayeen, a sub-townland in South Knockalough to Ballydineen Bridge (Considine’s place)

59. Boulya from Knockalough and Clayhee to Cragg and Greygrove.

60. O’Brien’s Cross

61. Ballydineen

62. Corgrig:’Corraige’ in an old map: Loch Carraige. “Big Mick Ryan of Corgrig (known, let us hope unfairly as Lord Leitrim!) was agent for the landlord of Glenmore. His wife and family resided in Kilmallock.

63. Lack East.

64. Lack West: Kilrigid Fort is marked on O.S. map

65. Ahagha : See note on Pilkington family, sub no. 55.

66. Cahercanavan: Ton-Lisheen (adjoining Lisnaligane)

67. Lissenair.

68. Derrycrossane.

69. ‘Saughnessy’s Cross’

70. Crannog (?) in Knockalough Lake: Is there an underground passage to the islet, or a submerged pathway? 
see ‘Kilmihil Townlands, Frost Hist of Clare P 454-6
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