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AND
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PATRICK GAYNOR P.P.

Part 3
 Chapter 1

THE PEROD OF THE  “ MASS HOUSE”.

The Protestants wanted the word “mass –House” to imply that Catholic places of worship were not places of worship at all. The chapels of the eighteenth century, as a rule, were long low thatched buildings, and were used, in some parishes, ( e.g. Kilnamona), as meeting places on week evenings, and as convenient places for thrashing corn by people who had no barns. I cannot find any traditions about the “mass-house” in Kilmihil: its precise location is uncertain. Some say the out-house (now owned by Mr. Kirke) at the first gate of the cemetery on the road towards Kilrush was part of the old Mass-house: others say an out-house at the other side of the road, in Crowley’s yard, occupies part of the site (the western end). If the mass-house was fairly long, both stories may be true. At the time there was no road at the spot: later, when the mass-house was in ruins the roadway was made over part of the site.

It seems unlikely that Fr. Gilbert Brody, in 1704 would have ventured to erect his chapel right beside the medieval church; if his chapel were located in some secluded spot elsewhere the tradition is credible that Fr. Quealy had “built” the chapel at the cemetery gate about A.D. 1760-80 i.e. a new chapel.

It is clear, since three priests (Fr. John Carey, Fr. Edm. Quinn – one of whom was P.P. and Fr. Cornelius Droutte) ministered in the united parishes of Kilmihil / Kilmacduane in 1744 (supra) that  the diocese of Killaloe was fairly well staffed with priests in the eighteenth century. Fr. Tim Kelly, likewise had two curates, a hundred years later when the union of Kilmihil and Kilmacduane came to an end.

The mass-house was said to have been built (or perhaps re-built) by a priest named Fr. Quealy about 1760 (vide supra).

There was a platform for step-dancing outside on which Lucy Hickey, of Lack, for a bet, danced a reel one Sunday after mass, holding a glass of water balanced on her head; she won the bet; and Maoilin Geanncach (snub-nosed) hit a hurling ball 21 pucks, keeping it in the air all the time. those were the days!

It would not be true, therefore to say that the district depended on the ministrations of the friars in the “locus refugii” at Kylebeg. The friars simply dwelt there on the charity of the people, and followed there own rule of life: but they were available to hear confessions and attend sick calls at need. At the worst period in Clare, the Irish church succeeded in maintaining a diocesan priesthood. Every mean device was adopted to induce acceptance of the Protestant theory of Christianity, but there was less open violence, because the Protestants were less strong, in Clare, than in other parts of Ireland. Even in their apostacy, the O’Briens did not entirely forget their origin and their kinship with the people.

At every lull in persecution the priests and people erected a chapel, and while reports were sent by individual Protestants to Dublin Castle, the chapels, if located in remote places, were tolerated by the sheriffs. For that reason, I have not found traditions about “mass-rocks” either in Kilnamona or in Kilmihil; but I have heard that a priest was murdered in Cahirmurphy, just west of the sub-townland called (phonetically) “Doheer (?), and a stone there called “the Cloch-ruadh” is said to have borne an inscription.

According to a local tradition Fr. Quealy, who built the mass-house, succeeded Fr. Edm. Quinn / Fr.. John Carey (?)  say about the year 1760, and Fr. Quealy was pastor of Kilmihil in the following period, down to “ Priest Kelly’s” time. Fr. John Clancy P.P may have found mention of those names in the Clare Journal at the period.

Canon P. O’Dea left some useful, but very brief notes on the first page of the parish account book as follows:-

“Fr. Tim Kelly (Canon O’Dea mistakenly gave Priest Kelly’s name as “Tim” or “Teige an Oir” The “priest”’s name was Patrick.) died parish priest of Kilmihil (and Kilmacduane) in 1831 (?) – wealthy man from trusteeships – shooting lodge at Mc.Guanes (Glenmore) – owned Glenmore estate, mortgaged after to Teige MacMahon of Mullagh. Lived at Clonreddan (now Garry’s public house) and then at Leitrim. Educated in Irish College, Paris: walked from Paris to Bologne during the French Revolution (probably incorrect – Peter Ryan)

Dean Kenny, first (?) curate of Kilmihil about 1814. Result of Battle of Waterloo was announced at a clerical conference held in Kilmacduane. As curate Dean Kenny lived at Clonreddan Cross (in “Priest Kelly’s house, now Garry’s) and used to walk barefooted to hear confessions at Kilmihil; said at his panegyric, preached by  Fr. John Egan C.C Tulla (Quigley)”

“Fr P Honan -------“

“Fr. Wm. Honan, of Kilmihil family”

“Friar Hickey, contemporary of these. His brother Surgeon Hickey, died 1834: both buried in old church, S.W. wall.

“Fr. Tim Kelly P.P – died parish priest of Kilrush 1869: built Kilmihil church 1834. First cousin of Priest Kelly”

It is a pity that these notes are so brief. “Priest Kelly” is well remembered: he had such an immense herd of cattle that he was able to establish a fair on his own account at Clonreddan. Dicebatur inter seniores ut habuit duas filias quae ministraverunt episcopo et sacerdotibus ad coenam die visitations. Probably he had become a priest in deference to a wish (partly pious and partly practical) of his parents that one of their sons should be dedicated to the church for the honour and benefit of the family. By instinct he was a man of affairs, but by reason of his wealth and influence, he was a pillar of the church among the afflicted Catholics of the district. Apparently his private life was not above reproach, but at that period, some old priest used to say, men who had power over the people, land agents, and even bailiffs exercised the feudal privilege with impunity; but instances of vice, instead of being treated as exceptional are apt to be made the basis of sweeping generalisations.

The Priest fought fiercely for the church. He assailed the Hickmans and was fined £300 in a Dublin Court for libel (Fr. Peter Ryan). The Priest provided for his illeg. offspring away from west Clare and left his lands to his nephews.

Old Pat Duggan of Lisnaligane, who seemed to know all the ramifications of the Kelly family, told me that the “Priest Kellys” brother married:-

a) an O’Keeffe girl (a quo Pat Mór Kelly of Fortview and a daughter, afterwards Mrs Killeen)

b) a  Shannon girl (a quo William, Matt, Tim, and James of Cree, and Michael of Cragg);

that “Priest Kelly” bought Clonenagh from McMahon (who gambled and drank) for £400, the rent being 7/= per acre, and settled all the Kellys in Cree.

“Matt the Manager” (Kilrush Bank ?) built the Lodge in Tirmanagh; his sister married an O’Gorman of Buncraggy (which family inherited General Kelly-Kenny’s money).

Fr. Tim Kelly – the “Priest’s” successor in Kilmihil-Kilmacduane and his first cousin (see Canon O’Dea’s notes P 104: if true the “priest” must have had a very young uncle) – was “one of the big Kellys” being the same family as James Kelly, Bacagh, of Mullagh (a quo General Kelly-Kenny).

Pat Duggan thought that “Priest Kelly” was born in Leitrim, i.e. that the house still occupied by the Kellys there was the original house of the Kellys: but in Canon O’Dea’s notes (P. 104), it is said that the “Priest” lived first in Clonreddan, and later in Leitrim..

The “Priest’s” housekeeper, Kate Carey, lived in a little cabin near Clonreddan Cross, after his death.

Pat Duggan had a notion that there was another Fr. Tim Kelly __”Teige Caoch” (or perhaps “Caol”) ---distinct from the “Priest” in the district.

I set down these statements as being possibly of interest, and capable of verification by Fr. John Clancy or Fr, Peter Ryan, who know more than I do  about “Priest Kelly”. I find modern traditions unreliable and scarcely worth seeking: only stories of a certain type, and stories which have special interest for a particular family, are remembered after the second generation. Canon Denis O’Dea, at one time Curate in Cooraclare heard that the “Priest”, expecting to have a pair of nuns as guests, ordered his housekeeper, Kate Carey, I suppose __ to prepare two bedrooms, “Musha”, said she, “cad é an dioghbháil na rudaí beannaighte sin codladh le céile” , having failed to pull a heavy tick upstairs to prepare even one room. (This version preserves Kate’s remark to her helper on the occasion, but not it’s true significance).

Dean Kenny (C.C. 1814-16) in Canon O’Dea’s notes is described as “first” curate in Kilmihil; that is not correct, since there were two curates here in 1744. Probably there had been a scarcity of priests for a few decades prior to 1814, when the Irish College in Paris was put out of action by the French revolution; if so, Dean Kenny might have been the” first”  curate after that interval. I regard his “walking in bare feet” to hear confessions in Kilmihil as being his own choice, either for comfort in Summer time, or else because he had given away all his money in charity. Priests were not in want at the time. The curate lived with  the parish priest and received his support and £1 per month salary (plus £1 extra in October according to a note left by Fr.Tom Quinn PP on the fly leaf of the Baptism Register in Kilnamona – Inagh: this salary was raised to £20 a year in or about 1850. As well the curate had his chance of mass offerings and little gifts from the people. Fr. Peter Meade, C.C Kilnamona after 1851 did not need to draw his salary until the end of the year; but Fr. Peter was a wonder worker. His successor, Fr. Cahir, used to look for an “advance” from Fr. Quinn. “Priest Kelly” could well afford to supply his curate with a pair of boots if necessary. At the time Parish priests were able to rent farms and to erect good houses on them, e.g. Fr. Anthony McGuane acquired a farm and built a house and planted a grove in Ahasla, Kilnamona about the year 1805, which holding his sister (Mrs Barry, mother of Fr. Edw. Barry, PP Mullagh, in later times) inherited and transmitted to her daughter, Biddy Barry (wife of Fr. Curtin’s brother, Andy Curtin). I do not perceive any evidence of clerical destitution in the early part of the 19th century. A pair of good boots might be had for a few shillings, in those days; so I regard Dean Kenny’s youthful preference for “bare feet” as being no more than a personal idiosyncrasy, in emulation perhaps of Friar Hickey. See O’Donovans tribute to Dean Kenny, supra P 85 Killimer.

Page 109 to 119 of the ms. continue with details of the more recent clergy of Kilmihil. They are not reproduced here.

Page 119 to 129 of the ms. Commences “Later improvements in Kilmihil Church” and gives a detailed account thereof.

Page 133 is entitled “Priests in Kilmihil A.D. 1800-1945” and includes a long account of his own work as P.P. to page 173
Page 134 NOTE ON “PRIEST KELLY”

Fr. John Clancy, relying on the “Kelly Genealogical Tree” (A ms. in Dublin), says that “priest Kelly” was born in 1758 at Clohaunbeg cf Michael Kelly and Margaret nee McMahon (a native of Glendine near Miltown Malbay and was not yet ordained at the age of 34 when the French revolution obliged him to fly from Paris and to walk to Bologne. Fr. Clancy has heard from Fr. Peter Ryan (who relied on tradition in Cooraclare) that “priest Kelly’s” father was known as “Teige – an - óir”, but this statement is at variance with the evidence in the “Kelly Genealogical Tree” where the Priest’s father is named Michael Kelly. Possibly “Teige-an-óir” was the Priests brother. Old Pat Duggan thought that “Teige – an – óir” was the name of a priest who officiated in the district before Priest Kelly’s time.

The late Patrick Kelly, T.D. Clonina, Cree was a great-grand-nephew of Priest Kelly; some people say that Priest Kelly was born in Clonina, But Fr. Clancy give Clohaunbeg as the Priest’s birthplace and Craggannock as the birthplace of Fr. Tim Kelly: Fr. Peter Ryan thinks that the “Priest” was born in Fortview where his brother and his nephew (Pat Mór Kelly) dwelt (See page 106 supra)

Marginal note:

Fr. Peter Ryan says that many students were ordained early so that they could live on mass-stipends (and often on one meal a day) but Patk. Kelly, having ample means was an ordinary student not yet ordained. He did not walk to the coast in 1792, as is said, but hired a coach, taking the Killaloe men with him, except O’Shaughnessy (afterwards Dean O’S). Fr. Peter had this story from Paddy Kelly’s mother, Cloneenagh, (known as “Biddy Tip” because there was a cobbler among her forebears)

PAGE 118

In A.D 1848 Fr. Tim Kelly, P.P. was promoted to Kilrush, and on his transfer the parishes of Kilmihil and Kilmacduane, after being united for nearly 200 years, were made, once more, distinct and independent of each other. Fr. Dollard has left a note on the first page of the “marriage” section in the parish register that he was appointed pastor of Kilmihil on the 22nd of October 1848. That then is the date on which the union of Kilmihil with Kilmacduane came to an end.
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