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KILMIHIL. PARISH

ITS ORIGIN

AND

SCRAPS OF ITS HISTORY.

PATRICK GAYNOR P.P.

Brief notes on other parishes in Corcabaiscinn

I cull some references to parishes in Corcabaiscinn from O'Donovans and O'Currys, Ordinance Survey letters (Typed edition, produced under the direction of Fr. Ml. O'Flanagan), to which other priests in the deanery may not have easy access.
1. KILFARBOY  (P119ff)

“Archdall seems to think this is the Cill-Foibric mentioned by Colgan (A.A SS. P 360), of which Cormac was Bishop, whose death is placed by the same authority in the year 837”

O’Curry rather discounts that idea but cannot explain the name. Frost (H. CL. P.147) says that the church was called Kilfeabraith or Kilfobric centuries prior to the arrival of the Spaniards (“Yellow Men”) on the scene.

I think that a section of the tribe Cinel Baoith (?) from Bealach Feabraith, who revered St. Lactayn as patron settled in the district and gave their church the name Cill Feabraith in memory of their former abode. They dedicated a holy well to St. Lactayn beside the church and their nuns the Ingena Baoith-----also had a well blessed for their use, in Moymore, which is still called Tuberinnaboy. The terminal “Boy”, which was added to Cill Feabraith later, is simply the tribal name “Baoith”.

Near the nuns well there was a church called “Teampall   Inis –Dia” (which is ungrammatical and may be a misreading of “Innaboy”, in script at some stage , since it was the nuns chapel, but the nuns might have called the point of land  made by two small streams, Inis-Dia). O’Curry could not account for the name.

Cill Feabraith, if a parish in the 13th century, did not receive mention by Sweetman, in his edition of the “Tax List”. In my opinion, a section of the tribe Cinel Baoith, migrated from Bealach Feabraith, near Charleville, --with Cinel Cormaic, Cinel Fearmaic, Clan Neachtain (afterwards Clan Ifernain agus Neachtain), and Clan Cathail of Rath, during the reign of Feidhlimidh  Mac Crimhthainn, King of Cashel, who died in A.D. 845, -- and brought the cult of St. Lactain and their order of nuns, the Ingena Baoith to Kilnamona and thence to Kilfarboy.

“Miltown” is a modern prefix to “Malbay”, which I think is Mal-Baoith. Note the form “Knockmalboy” (where Teige macBrody dwelt) in the inquisition of 1637 (Frost H Cl. P 325 para II). Mal, may represent “Mall”, a cliff, or may have originated in the legend of “Tonn Mal” (see ord. Survey letters Vol II p. 31)

“Cnoc-a Chip”or “Cnoc Bheoil-a-Chip may be in Kilfarboy. (p. 121)

2. KILARD.P. 121.

(In Ibricane Barony – mentioned on the Tax List (P. 121)

Patron : Flann Cille Aird ? Feast 14th March. in Calendar, but not kept in Kilard.

“Tobar – Breanaill” a corrupt form of “Tobar Breanain”

“Tobar-Cruthnóir-an-Domhain”

Cill – na – gClochan, a “small burial ground”.

3. KILMURRY IBRICANE. P 123.

“The church is modern, like all churches dedicated to Our Lady” (i.e 15th century).

Holy well dedicated also to Our Lady. (Tobar Lachtain, now called St. Joseph’s well is also mentioned as being in the parish.

“St. Senan ------ set off to another island called Inis-Caorach, where he left an oratory built by himself” (Acta SS P 534, C 27)

Reference (p. 216) to a storm which rent “Inis Fithae” into 3 parts, and to the holy wells dedicated to Ernan, Brigid, Innyboy and Cleithean; see Field Name-books.

“oileán-a-mhatail” figures in Ml. Comyns’ Romance,” Matal” being the name of a wild boar which was killed by the sons of Turill on the island.

Kilmurry Ibricane, being a “modern” name is not found in Sweetmans edition of the Tax List, but there may have been a parish in the district in A.D. 1300.

4. KILREARAGH : P127 (In Moyarta Barony)

Saints of the name Fiachra, in the Irish Calendar are not associated with this district.

No trace of the old church remains but there is a large burial ground.

Kilimo (sic) – Ch. of Dioma?

Cill na-mBan-Ortha --- of the praying women ? or perhaps of the golden haired women.

Cill – tSenain (3 miles N.E. of Kilkee)

Cill Caoidhe: Tobar – Caoidhe: Tobar – Seanain.

Cill – na – gCailleach (a nun’s chapel) : Legend of St Senans apparition to Senaninus O’Hettromain (Hedderman) (directing him where to find lime for rebuilding the church)

“Oilean – an – Easbaig – Ghortaigh”  (of the stingy bishop).

Kilfearagh appears as “Cill- Fiabra” in Hardimans “Irish Deeds” no. 14.

A burial ground for infants at “Kill” Farrahy, and another, deserted, in Emmala townland.

Kilfearagh is not mentioned as a parish in Sweetman’s Tax List.

5. MOYARTA (P. 130)

Magh- Fearrta : Place of the graves. The place S. of then graveyard, which is said to have been a church, was a cow-shed owned by the Mc Donnells.

Kilcradaun and the holy well of St. Cradaun  (which is overflown by the sea at high tide but becomes pure when the tide recedes), and also a cave nearby where the people used to spend the whole night in prayer. St. Cradaun may be St. Caritan who is mentioned in the life of St. Senan.

“Kill-Croine” and “tobar Croine” (2 miles east of Carraigaholt).

“Teample Shearlus (i.e of Charles Mc Donnell)

“Teampul an Aird” modern and having no burial ground.

“Teampall Meadhach” (Meade’s Church) near Querrin; not a church but at first a burial place for John Meade and his followers (a Williamite soldier who was slain after the battle of the Boyne by an Irish kearne.

“Kilcashin” (a burial ground which was deserted until 1739, when O’Curry’s grandfather, Melachlin garbhb O’Comhraidhe buried famine victimd there.

“Killiney” and St. Martins well; Furoor (burial ground for infants)

This continues (Page 84 etc) with extracts from the Ord. Survey Letters, which are now published in full.. and then 

PART 3---- Kilmihil in Modern Times.


Chapter 1 The period of the Mass –house


Chapter 2 The Modern Church in Kilmihil:-



Its Erection



Later Improvements


Chapter 3 Priests in Kilmihil 1800 – 1945 (Incl note on p. 134 on “Priest Kelly” see 





below)


Chapter 4 The People of Kilmihil 1945 – 48


Chapter 5 Placenames in Kilmihil



P 212 note on the Ryan family


Chapter 6 Notes on the Parochial House, Schools and Parish registers
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