Foreword

I welcome this short history of the parish of Kilmurry-​Ibrickane compiled as a labour of love by a former parish priest of this parish, Very Rev. Canon Peter Ryan, PP, VF, Kilrush. The writing of history is always a demanding task but in Ireland it is doubly so because of the meagre store of written records, but Canon Ryan has painstakingly as​sembled all available written sources and has supplemented and enlivened them by recourse to the living traditions and accurate memories of our people.

We are fortunate in the diocese of Killaloe to have a diocesan history which covers the story of the diocese up to the 16th century. We owe this to the life long labours of the late Dermot Gleeson who always emphasised the im​portance of parochial histories as a preparation for the com​piling of diocesan histories. Some day we hope to have a second volume of our diocesan history to bring our story up to the present time: short parish histories such as the pres​ent one will be of inestimable value to the historian who undertakes this task.

For the most part, Irish historians have concentrated on political history to the exclusion of social history and for that reason it is particularly satisfying to find that Canon Ryan should have given us so much fascinating social history in his account of the husbandry of the area, the style of housing, the traditional pastimes, the wakes and weddings and all the simple, homely things out of which was woven the way of life of our people. Because of the accelerated rate of social and economic change in our own times many of these customs and institutions are disap​pearing rapidly or have already disappeared and it is impor​tant that a record of them be preserved for posterity.

The list of priests born and nurtured in Kilmurry-​Ibrickane since 1800 or thereabouts is not only interesting in itself but a reminder of the strong faith of the people which continues to be the first seminary for an unbroken line of priests for the home and foreign missions.

Rath De ar udar an leabhair seo agus ar gach uile dhuine leighfeas e.
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