INTRODUCTION

Patrick Barry, known to his friends as Patsy, was born in 1870, near Bartlemy, a village between Cork City and Fermoy.  He was educated locally and worked around the area for some years, before deciding to commence teacher training at St. Patricks College, Drumcondra in 1899. He taught in Birr Co. Offaly, for a few years before returning to his native parish to take up a teaching post there, which he held until his retirement . 

He had a lifelong interest in local history and folklore and soon after he started teaching he contributed his first article on local history to the Cork Free Press under the pen name "An Tobar" (derived from Tobar Pharthaláin, the Irish name for Bartlemy). In 1942, with the help of his son Liam  he collected his earlier writings into a booklet which he published under the title The Banks of the Bride. At first he intended it to be a book of poetry but , as he said himself " ---- a collection of poems, even of very much more literary merit than mine, would not have an appeal to the general run of readers and so ( I) determined to intersperse them with articles and sketches in prose---------". Although he had no intention, at the outset, of writing any further books, the success of The Banks of the Bride among "the general run of readers" encouraged him, and in 1944 he published By Bride and Blackwater.  This, again was well received, so that in 1945 he produced a "souvenir volume for the Young  Ireland centenery" called The Green Flag ( also published under the title Here comes that damn Green Flag again ) the two final volumes were The Cork Accent  (1949) and Through Desmond and Decies (1953). He died in 1954.

In reading this volume it is important to realise both the time span, over which the five books were written and that they were not written as part of a projected series. They are presented here in the order in which they were originally published and, for the most part the contents of each volume here are in the same order  as in the original. The exceptions are a small number of short poems that have been re-located for space reasons and also a few poems  which have been omitted because they are of a personal family nature and although they were of great moment to the author at the time, they are not now of general interest. While we have attempted here to eliminate obvious  typographical errors (and, hopefully, have not introduced any new ones) we have not attempted to deal with inconsistencies of spelling, especially placenames, even though these may become more obvious by virtue of presenting the five original volumes in one. 

Patsy Barry`s son Liam (de Barra)  helped his father with the production of all the original volumes and, in fact, wrote a number of the articles, (these are initialed "L d B). When the books became unobtainable in later years, even amongst his family, Liam commenced work on a new edition of select-
ed items, for limited circulation. As part of this project he wrote many additional notes, complimentary to the original articles, in one or two cases the notes are in fact longer than the original article to which they refer. These notes are included in this volume in the form of an appendix, to which the reader is referred by footnotes.   

I wish to thank all the members of Patrick Barry’s extended family for their support for this publication and in particular, Dick Barry, John Arnold, Pat McDonnell, Deirdre De Barra, Dara Munis, Sonia Schorman, Nóirín De Barra and Michael Barry, without whose help it could not have been completed.
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