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EXTRACTS FROM EARLY DOCUMENTS SHOWING THE TENURE OF TROMRA, AND HENCE SEAFIELD.
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SUMMARY.
Prior to the development of the townland system the lands of Ibrickane Barony were denominated in ‘quarters’ and the earliest known list of these quarters is from a survey of the O Brien estates  by Henry Illsworth in 1615 in which he lists 63 quarters and gives the names of the immediate lessors. Further surveys  of Ibrickane by the O Brien Estates always accounted for approximately the same number of quarters - 63.  In the earliest surveys Seafield was not listed as a ‘quarter’ in its own right – It was part of the ‘quarter’ of Tromra or, sometimes Tromra Castle. It was however, mentioned as a notable subdivision of Tromra in the guise of Carrownacruss or Barrnagruss in some 17th and early 18th century documents.

From early times this area, in common with all west Clare was considered by the O Briens to be part of their patrimony. The supposed grant of these lands to the Archbishop of Cashel in 1215 was probably some political manoeuvre on the part of the O Brien family.
The first recorded letting is in 1615 when Hugh Cruttyns (Mac Curtin ?) is listed as tenant of the 2 quarters of Tromroe. 
Peter Ward had taken up tenancy of the castle in 1626 and remained there until the siege of 1642, but the Book of Survey and Distribution 1638 (?) appears to indicate that Carrownocruss, which is probably synonymous with Seafield, had become a separate subdivision and was tenanted by Terlagh Mc Dermott. The Mc Dermott family were part of Ward’s opposition during the siege of the castle. The reference in the Illsworth Survey of 1638 to Dermond McMorrogh, holding an apparent subdivision of Tromra (now called Caromean??) may refer to the same family.
 In 1658 ‘The Castle town and lands –viz. Tromroe, 1 Qr.’ were leased to Samuel Burton, whose family later became Marquis of Conyngham. Burton may have had informal possession of  some or all of Tromra prior to this.

There is confusion in the records around this time because,  I believe, the two divisions of land Carrownocruss/ Seafield  and Tromra Castle were both being referred to as ‘Tromra Castle’. It seems that sometime after Ward’s demise The Burton family got possession of the entire Tromra/Tromra Castle/ Seafield area, as tenants, under the Earl of Thomond.
 In 1712 Francis Burton bought out the ‘fee farm in reversion’ while in 1745 John Stacpoole bought the ‘inheritance’ of 179 acres (Irish). The Book of Survey and Distrtibution gives the area of ‘Tromree of ye Castle’, including Carrownocross, as 298 acres (Irish). As Stacpoole bought the inheritance of only 179 acres, we can assume that Burton retained effective ownership of some 120 acres which was Seafield. Burtons continued to pay ground rent to the estate of the Earl of Thomond until it was sold by the Landed Estate Court in 1880. 
Under their lease of 1658 the Burtons were required to build a substantial house and this may have been a precursor of Seafield Lodge. 
The Burton family leased the lands in 1750 to the Casey family. In 1776 Anthony Casey, and in 1783 Frank Casey were resident there, presumably in Seafield House. In 1814 William Casey was named as resident and, presumably, it was he who leased the townland (except the Coastguard Station) to  Michael Brew, in  1819  Michael Brew was succeeded by his son William Brew.
ANTIQUITIES of COUNTY CLARE 
J O‘DONOVAN, and EUGENE CURRY
Ordnance Survey Letters 1839
Clasp Press, 1997
In this parish is situated the celebrated Castle of Tromra, which belonged to the Clan Teige O‘Brien of Aran, as we learn from a document in the MS. library of Trinity College, and from Dr. O‘Brien‘s Dictionary, under the word Tromra;-






Tromra or Tromrath, a land or territory in Thomond, which was part of the ancient patrimonial estate of the O‘Briens of Aran, descended from Taig Gle (recte Glae ), the third son of Dermot, king of Munster, An.  1120, etc. etc. etc.. The  O‘Briens  of Aran and Tromra are the third in rank, being descended from Dermots third son; they were always sovereign lords of the Isles of Aran in Galway Bay and of Tromra in Co. Clare, until the reign of Queen Elizabeth, as appears by an address which the Mayor and sheriffs of the city of Galway wrote in their favour to that Queen, wherin it is mentioned that the Corporation of that city paid them an annual tribute of a certain number of pipes of wine in consideration of their protection and expenses in guarding the bay and harbour of Galway against pirates and coast plunderers. An authentic copy of that address is possessed by John O‘Brien of Clontis in the County of Limerick esq. Who is now the worthy direct chief of that family.

See also my observations on the Islands of Aran, where I give a full copy of the address above referred to and the pedigree of Clan Teige of Aran as given in the College MS. Se also thte annals of Innisfallen at the year 1277 and the Wars of Turlough, where it is mentioned that Tromra then belonged to Donnell, the son of Teige Aluinn O Brien.

ANCIENT REMAINS NEAR  MILLTOWN-MALBAY. PART 11
BY THOMAS JOHNSON WESTROPP, MA., M.R.I.A.
JOURNAL OF THE LIMERICK FIELD CLUB. 3(9), 1905
“In 1215, the Norman government( which then had no power in Thomond) 

granted to the Archbishop of Cashel,  Dunmugyda-inver (Dough or Dunmore) inver or creek 
…………  
 Idulculchy, Fumaneyn, Ydoonmal, Treanmanagh, Tromrach,  two islands of the sea 
Iniskerach and 
Inismatail as formerly granted by Donchad Cairbreach O Brien (1)

 (1)
C(alendar)l. Of S(tate) P(apers) I(reland) Vol 1
FROM CALENDAR OF DOCUMENTS RELATING TO IRELAND (IN P.R.O. LONDON)   1171-1251    
edited by H S Sweetman   1875.

    No. 649   6 September 1215.

Grant to Patricks Church,  Cashel and to Donat Archbishop of Cashel, of 5 vills in Thomond [ Tuadmonia], which the Archbishop has of gift of Doncdhad Karbregh’ O’Bren in the fee Doncdhad held of the K., namely:- the vills of Dunmugyda Inver, Clochon Sualcayn’, Fumaneyr Idulculchy, Fumanes Ydoonmall’, and Tomrach’ , with all ecclesiastical benefices, villeins, and two islands in the sea called Iniskereth’ and Inismatail’, which the Archbishop likewise has of the gift of Dunckad. Witnesses, Henry Archbishop of Dublin, Hubert de Burgh, justiciary of England, Geoffrey Luterell, Anfridus de Den’, Richard de Burgh, Baldwin de Hantreford, Richard Fitz Elye. Dover.      [Chart, 17 John, p.1,m.3.]
EDWARD WHITES DESCRIPTION of  CLARE  1574      
NMAJ   Vol 2


Gentlemen; Tege MacConnoghor                         Castle;       Tromra.

______________________________________________________________________________

INCHIQUIN     
By G. U Mac NAMARA in JRSAI Vol 31  1901  

An exchequer inquisition taken at Ennis on P350 14th of June in 16th year of Queen Elizabeth (1585 ). The inquisition says that after the return from England of Murrough O‘Brien (1st Earl of Thomond for life ob 1551 ) he made the following disposition of his property                                                         among his three sons, Dermot of Inchiquin, Teige of Ballyagowan, and Donough of Lemenagh;  That Teige Mac Murough late of Ballyagowan held all the lands above enumerated as left him by his father, and also the castle and lands of Tromra, from Queen Elizabeth in capite, but by what service was not known; and that he died at Inchiquin castle on 28th of December in the twentieth year of the Queen (1577 ) leaving a son Turlough O‘Brien, his lawful heir, then 15 years of age and whose mother Mór, widow of Teige of Ballyagowan was still living. That Donough MacMurrough , late of Dromoland, was attainted on 28th of September 1582and was at that time seized of the above lands left him by his father---------- That he also held the castle and lands of Tromra, but by what right no one knew, as his brother Teige of Ballyagowan died seised thereof

O‘BRIEN SURVEY   1615 [from the Petworth House Papers]


Tromroe,  tow quarters

These towe quarters of Tromroe are sett by yo(ur) Hono(ur) by a lease unto Hugh Cruttyns  [??]  for which he payeth rent yearly to Mr. Delahoyd for yo (ur ) Hons. Use.

O‘BRIEN SURVEY   1626 [from the Petworth House Papers]

Trumrogh

one  quarter
one   ½ quarter

one  cartron
one Castle 



Tenant    Peter Ward.

ILLSWORTH SURVEY  1638 [from the Petworth House Papers]




 2 qr

The content of Tromra is 704 acres, whereof there is in bog 205 acres; in heathy pasture
 397 acres, out of which said sume must be adjusted 157 acres good earable and 43 acres
 bogg for Semuoh [so much?] one Dermond McMorroug holdeth from the fore said lands ar at Caromean  ??? so there is but 504 acres belonging to Tromra




in heathy pasture 238 at        p acre comes to
£11    18    0



 
in bogg at 2d p acre comes to


    1     14   0




in earable 159 acres at 2s 6d p acre comes to 
    19     7    6






in all comes to 



     32   19   6

_____________________________________________________________________________

BOOK OF SURVEY AND DISTRIBUTION, being abstracts of various surveys and instruments of title, 1636-1703.
 Page 424- 425


14 Earle of Thomond

Trumre: 1 Qr





A. …………………. Arrable 




117:  0: 00

H.P……………… Heathy Pasture 1/8 profitt 042:  0;  0
006:  0: 00

B…………………..Bogg 1/20 profittable
012:  0: 00
001:  0: 00






54

124

Comments [?] column:
Earle of Thomond: 1qr 
[Additional notes by the O.S.[?] : Q .[?] O. N 2448/89 O.S. 38 
Tromra E & W
15 
Trumree of ye castle: 1 Qr.

Earle of Thomond,  Trumra …………………… 3 car:
Terlagh mc Dermott, Carrownocross           1 car:
A.P………………….. Arrable and Pasture


218: 0: 00
P……………………… Pasture



011: 0: 00
B.1……………………. Bog 1/110 profittable
046: 0: 00
005: 0: 00
B. 2 ………………….. Bog 1/20 profitt.
012; 0: 00
001: 0: 00
San.1 …………….... Sandy hill 1/3 profitt
004: 0: 00
002: 0: 00
San.2……………….. Sandy hill 1/3 profitt
005: 0: 00
002: 0: 00
L. ……………………. Lough


002: 0: 00

-





69

239

Comments [?] column:
Earle of Thomond: 3 Cart.
 052: 0: 00    Coll Cary Dillon
007: 3:  00     Robert  Dixon
[Additional notes by the O.S.[?] : L  O. N 2448/89
Tromra E & W

THE EARL OF THOMONDS RENT ROLL   1656--------FROM THE INCHIQUIN MANUSCRIPTS ( NO. 1538)



Ibrickane barony and Corckamroe barony



Samuell Burton
For the Castle & lands of 

Tromora Cloghane & tenn 

ploughlands and three Cartrons

010 : 00; 00
0   
0   0




(This appears to be £10 rent)

THOMAS SPAIGHT SURVEY   1681. [from the Petworth House Papers]

No. 203

An abstract of such rents and revenues, as doe belong to the Right Hon: ble Henry Earle of Thomond. Together with a rehearsall of the Castles. Lands. and Impropriations. Out of which the said rents are due. With the quantitie of the said Lands by Quarters, Halfe quarters, Quartermires. And other proportions. Togeather with the Spiritual Livings in his Lordshipps Guift. Declaring further In whose Tenure the said Lands are and in what County and Barony they bye

Taken 1681, By Thomas Spaight:

Tenants Names  Samuell Burton   For the lives of  Samuell Burton , Margery Burton, Anne 

Burton


Lands Denomina: The castle town and lands viz; Tromroe, One quarter

Parishes



Rents  £86

Hoggs   10 ½

Muttons   10 ½

Capons     21

Total rent and dutys   £ 95      8      1 ½

An abreviat of the covenants

Dated May ye 24th 1658

For 99 years comencing March ye 25th 1658 if the said Samuell Burton, Margery, his wife and 

Anne their daughter , or either of them shall so long live. EXCEPT timber and royalties also 

Mr Wards interest if any he hath etc, RENT For the first three years  £20 p. ann. Afterwards £80 p. ann. DUTIES 10 ½ hoggs,  10 ½ muttons and 21 capons or £9  8  1 ½ TO pay Exchequer rent TAXES, charges and subsidies. To pay £6  ?    to ye receiv and  £12 distraining for want of Distresse . REENTRY and the lease to be voyd. Not to alien. To find a protest ( ant) HORSMAN for a month. To pay a HERIOTor £5 on the death of each prin tenn. To build a house with lime and stone 50 feet long, 18 foot bread a story and a half high, to be slated and be left with good boards and chimneys and to fence with a stone wall, or double ditch and quicksett, an orchard with 100 trees, all within 7 years. To keep all buildings and improvements in good REPAIRE 

Observations  Anne & Margery Dead
LEASE BOOK of the COUNTESS DOWAGER of THOMOND. [from the Petworth House Papers]
No. 205 Tromroe Castle & lands

1. Details of the above lease are recited

2. The 7th of July 1712 the commsrs. Agreed with Francis Burton Esq. To mak him a fee farm in reversion on the above consideration   (£1660    17   6 )

There is returned in arreare due to the Countess Dowager of Thomond
£190    18    3

3. The inheritance of this farm was sold to John Stacpoole Esq. In 1745 and at his request conveyed to Edmd. Hogan Esq ve. No  86

N0 215 Impropriate Tithes of Buncraggy and Tromroe
THE INCHIQUIN MANUSCRIPTS   P 109  No. 346 correspondence


13 Dec 1711


Ambrose Upton (from Dublin) to Sir Donat O’Brien.

(Summary)
Mr. Burton has left with him and his partner the proposals for his five holdings. His figure is £3,880. 10.----not more than seven years purchase of Buncraggy (which is worth 10 years) nor the full value of Tromroe. On the late  Act Mr. Brodericks opinion has been taken, and Sir Theo. Butler’s is now being obtained.

1 Page

A lease dated 23 July 1712 to Frances Burton of Buncraggy in the Com. Of Clare Esq. [from the Petworth House Papers]

 For 31 years to commence the 25 March 1712 at the annual rent of £16 and receivers

 fees all that and those the thithes both great  and small of the several plowlands 

hereafter mentioned viz. The three plowlands of Tromora and Kilty the three

plowlands of Clohanensy and the plow land of Finurebegg  the plow land of

 Finuremore the plowland of Carhuanligane the plowland of Kilkillihan being eleven

 plowlands  lying in the parish of KILLMURRY IN THE Barony of Ibrickane and

 County of Clare etc. etc 
SOLD BY THE DEVISEES in trust of HENRY LORD THOMOND in 1745. [from the Petworth House Papers]
………….. Doonbeg alias Cloghanes

The three quarters of land of Cloghaneviletinny Knocknehily and Molosky containing by 

estimation 1234 a  2 r  0p in the parish of Kilmurry

The lands of Trumroe of the Castle containing 179 a  2r the lands of Tromroe containing 171a.The Island called Ennistree containing 80 a  3r   0p Clonmore alias Reinmore containing
131a Caronduffe containing 164a  3r Creghane containing 197a  3rKilcleghane  188a  3r 

Clondrum   225a   3r  Finnormore 252a  2r Finorbegg 173a  1r Carelagan  228a  3r and part of the lands of Kilty.
The farm and lands of Ballymackea West and Rhyne one plowland and a half containing  557 Acres

3 Aug 1745, Contract (from )Percy Wyndham O‘Brien Esq. (to)John Stacpoole, for sale at 

£8487   16 3 ½
BREW v HAREN 1872 and 18733 [extract]
This was a prolonged court case about the rights to seaweed on Brew’s land at Seafield. The original case was reported in the Clare Journal, March 1872. The verdict was appealed and the appeal hearing was reported in the Clare Journal, July 1873 Clare Journal, July 1873 (et al.)
The lands of Seafield were first granted by patent in the first year of James II to an ancestor of the Marquis of Conyngham, the present landlord. In 1750 the lands had first been leased to the Casey family; and in 1819 Michael Brew, the father of the present plaintiff, became tenant from year to year, on payment of £200 and at a rent of £160  in 1821, became lessee of the same farm, except a field and house at a rent of £140. On the death of Michael, Mr. William Brew, the present plaintiff succeeded, and in 1843 obtained a new lease from Mr. William Casey of 18 acres of this land with the shore and seaweed, at a rent of £140. This lease the counsel for the plaintiff mainly relied upon, as vesting, the property of the shore and weed in the plaintiff. In 1860, on the death of Mr. F. Casey, the property reverted to the Marquis of Conyngham and in 1868, a lease for 21 years of 165 a 2 r and 11p  including the 80 acres was given to the present plaintiff.
LEWIS TOPOGRAPHICAL DICTIONERY    1837      p. 89

KILMURRY-IBRICKANE, a parish, in the barony of IBRICKANE, county of CLARE, and province  of MUNSTER 4 miles (S) from Miltown Malbay, on the road to Kilrush ; containing, with Mutton 
 island or Enniskerry, 8433 inhabitants. It forms part of the dangerous western coast called
 "The Malbay," where if a vessel be embayed, its only chances of being saved are on the
 northern side of Liscanor bay, on the north-eastern side of Dunmore bay, or within the
 ledge of rocks opposite to Enniskerry, extending eastward from Seafield Point, in this parish.
 At each of these places a pier has been erected by the late Fishery Board ; that at Seafield
 can only be approached at spring tides by vessels of 12 tons' burden, but it is considered 
capable of being much improved, and would then be of great service. Here is a station of the
 coast-guard, being one of the six comprised in the district of Miltown-Malbay. The parish
 comprises 17,954 statute acres, as applotted under the tithe act, a large portion of which
 consists of mountain pasture and bog : the arable land is generally manured with sea-weed
 and sand, and the state of agriculture is gradually improving. A court is occasionally held at
 Tromaroe by the seneschal for the manor of Moih Ibrickane, in which small debts are
recoverable. It is a rectory, in the diocese of Killaloe, entirely impropriate in the Earl of Egremont:
 the tithes amount to £184. 12. 33/4. In the R.C. divisions it forms part of the union or district of 
Miltown : there is a chapel of ease at Mullogh. In a school under the superintendence of the 
 R. C. clergyman, and in six private schools, about 350 children are educated. The mountain 
streams in this parish form several picturesque cascades.-See ENNISKERRY and MULLOGH.

APPLICANTS TO BE REGISTERED AS FREE HOLDERS,[from  Clare Journal 1849]
4-1-1849 Sir Burton macNamara, capt. R.N. Tromroe, Freeholder £50, Re-Reg.

A LIST OF VOTERS WHO POLLED BEFORE THE DEPUTY AT THE ELECTION HELD AT ENNIS FOR THE COUNTY CLARE 16 DAY OF MAY 1776.

NO.
NAME


RESIDENCE

FREEHOLD
VALUE

483
Anthony Casey

Seafield


Doonogan
£10

FROM THE CLARE JOURNAL 12 Oct. 1778

                 COUNTY OF CLARE
To be let for three lives or thirty-one years from the 25th of next March, part of the estate of GEORGE STACPOOLE Esq in the following divisions.
1st. The North-east Cartron of the Quarter of Tromoroe of the Castle as now in the possession of Anthony Casey Esq and on which is a good farm house.

--------------------------
These lands are situate in the Barony of Ibricane, very convenient to the salt water and manure; a considerable part are good for fattening and the remainder remarkable for dairy cows, sound sheep walk and excellent for tillage.
Proposals to be made to GEORGE STACPOOLE Esq in Grosvenor-Place London, specifying the rent at the rate of so much per acre; the bog and turbury, a desirable convenience will be thrown in ------- JOHN HARRISON Esq of Ennis will shew to any proposer the ?centenies and description of each farm according to a late survey; and Mr. James Casey who lives near the premises will if necessary be ready to point out the bounds.
Mr.STACPOOLE is under no promise of preference nor will he be disposed to receive any second proposal from the same person, nor listen to any proposal but at an acreable rent which shall be kept secret if desired and the tenants will be declared as soon as proper rents are offered by persons that he may be satisfied to deal with.
                                                        September 7, 1778.

ELECTION HELD AT ENNIS 10TH August 1783


No
NAME


RESIDENCE
FREEHOLD 
VALUE


165
Frank Casey

Seafield
   
Cl(D)oonogan
£10

LEETS DIRECTORY   1814


Name of Place ;
Trumroe
  Post Town ; Miltown Malbay    Resident; Chas. Mahon, esq.

Name of Place ; Seafield

Post Town ; Miltown Malbay    Resident; Wm. Casey, esq.

LANDOWNERS OF COUNTY CLARE  - 1870

Sir Burton MacNamara

Tramore, 
Miltown Malby
732 Acres.
IN THE COURT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR THE SALE OF INCUMBERED ESTATES IN IRELAND
[FROM DUBLIN EVENING MAIL AUGUST 1854]
COUNTY OF CLARE

In the matter of the estate of James Patrick O’Gorman Mahon, commonly called The O’Gorman Mahon, owner and petitioner.

The commissioners will on Thursday the 30h day of November 1854 at the hour of twelve o clock, in their court 14, Henrietta St. Dublin, Sell by auction the following fee simple and leashold estates in five lots;-

Summary of lots, as contained in rental


Denom.


Area statute

Net rent p a 
Ordnance valuation

     3 Tromroe of Castle


and Rhineroe

248       2     26           
  67 – 4 -  1         134 - 11 - 0

Dated 8th August 1854

CLARE CHAMPION 
17 MARCH 1994

100 YEARS AGO

SALES IN WEST CLARE
Last week Mr. J J Bradley, auctioneer, Kilrush put up for sale at Quilty, near Miltown Malbay, a valuable farm of land, property of Mr. F. Casey, Tromera. The farm was put up in lots to suit purchasers and with one exception realised remunerative prices.
Donal De Barra
December 2008
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